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Inside this issue: 

 Boozhoo Everyone! As I am nearing the end of my third year with 

Minneapolis Public Schools I am excited and energized about what the future 

has in store. We are beginning to plan for our second annual Welcome Back 

Pow Wow which we will be hosting in September. This is an amazing time for 

us to come together as a community and share some of our culture and tradi-

tions. My hope is that this will become a regular event on everyoneôs calendars 

and itôs something that everyone looks forward to.  

 This year will also forever be in my memory as the first year of the dis-

trict wide Native American Youth Council. These young people have been 

called upon many times throughout the year to serve as advocates for their 

communities and they are always up to the challenge. They have risen as lead-

ers both in their schools as well as state wide. It is so refreshing for everyone 

else to recognize the potential in our kids that we have been talking about all 

along.  

 Iôve had the opportunity to travel with some high school students as 

well as meet with some middle school focus groups. My time spent with stu-

dents is especially important to me. These kids are so outgoing, funny, smart, 

and articulate. I love having the opportunity to learn and share with them. Iôve 

also had the opportunity to work very closely with our Indian Ed Parent Advi-

sory Committee (Title VI Parent Committee). I so appreciate the time and en-

ergy that these people have donated to our department and our work. Their 

passion for our students is evident in our conversations and work sessions. 

They have been true advocates for our students and our community.  



 

Updates from our district wide Youth Council                                                       

Written by Khaloni Freemont 

Student at Nawayee Center School and member  of  Ogichidaa Oyate 

youth council. 

Community work, I have always loved doing that, and so does our  

Native American Youth Council (NAYC) Ogichidaa Oyate.  There are 

two student delegates from each high school in Minneapolis. We are  

working to better our community.  The youth council meets twice a 

month to discuss our projects in the making, learning quill work and  

discussing what we experience in our own schools.  We also discuss what 

kinds of Native American projects happen in our schools.   

The process to join the council consisted of filling out applications and 

letters of recommendations and returning to Miskwa Mukwa Desjarlait 

who is the Youth Engagement Specialist  with the Indian Education  

department.  The members were picked carefully and who seemed to 

want to do the work and make it a success.  After the council was chosen, 

we went on a retreat in November to Wisconsin  to get to know what type 

of work we would be doing, what  we are representing and to get to know each other too!  It was in partner-

ship with Indian Education and Migizi Communications.  We stayed at Lake Pepin YMCA camp and the dele-

gates started getting along very well.  We did a fair amount of team building, learning different cultural teach-

ings and showed our communication skills.  After all the hard work and team bonding we were given a fun 

day at Treasure Island.  After coming back from the trip we started our monthly meetings  in October.  The 

youth council had to pick one delegate to join the Minnesota Youth Tribal Gathering (MYTG) with Vanessa 

Good Thunder.  After the votes were in, I was chosen to represent the youth council.  With the MYTG I am 

working towards showing awareness to the opioid dilemma in the Native  community.  They wanted to pre-

sent something from each age group so that all youth voices could be heard. The NAYC has been planning a 

couple events, which include doing a event for the  elderly at Bii Di Gain Dash Anwebi and a retreat  much 

like ours for middle school Native students entering high school.   

Multiple students from the council have signed up for Step Up an organization to help teens get a summer job 

and work experience.  They go to Saturday sessions for training on how to conduct themselves while in the 

workforce they choose and go to mock interviews.  When they go to the interview they will need to dress pro-

fessionally and bring two copies of their resume.  When you go to the interview they treat it as an actual inter-

view and help you with any constructive criticism and feed back to help you improve.  They choose each can-

didate based on how well they did and you will receive an internship over  the summer.   

We will  check back and share our events with you at the end of they year! 

Miigwech 
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It has been a great year for supporting our studentsô attendance and school  

success! Anishinabe Academy has been hosting wonderful treats at a special  

table during lunch every month for their 100% Club (students with one month of 

perfect attendance). The Dream Big Attendance Work Group has collaborated 

with the ñAll Nationsò Program at South High to sponsor quarterly community 

meals for the students and families of their program. Birch Bark Books has 

graciously offered to provide a brand new book for the winners of a quarterly 

raffle held at all 4 MPS Best Practice sites for students with excellent attendance. 

Andé.We are looking forward once again to our annual Attendance Celebration 

held in honor of all students who have attended at or above 95% for the  

academic year 2017-18. It will be held at East Phillips Community Center on 

May 2nd from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. As always, a feast will be served for invited students and their family 

members. Afterwards, each excellent attender will be called forward to receive a certificate. Midnite Express 

will be on hand to open and close the event and provide an honor song. And the ever-popular Photo Fun 

Booth will be available for your spontaneous loony (or serious) photo needs. We will close the event 

with a wonderful Raffle of prizes for all ages. Be sure to check for your invitation coming home from school 

with your stellar attending student! 

 

100% CLUB AT  

ANISHINABE 

With CeCe Benimon 

 
The 100% club came from our wonderful attendance 

team. The team came up with the idea as a way to show 

the students that do get here every day on time our  

appreciation. We also wanted to encourage other students 

to be a part of it as well, so we do it out in the open in the 

cafeteria. We decorate the cafeteria with signs, table 

cloths, center  

pieces and we serve the kids a delicious healthy dessert. 

We want to keep encouraging our students so this is done 

every month so every student has a chance to earn it no 

matter how many days they missed previously.  
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BOOZHOO  

 
Matthew  (Asininini) Lafave, with support from Mavis Mantila (Sanford) and James Vukelich (Indian Educa-

tion Indigenous Language Specialist), teaches Ojibwe classes at Sanford and Northeast Middle schools. 1 class 

is offered at Northeast and 4 classes are offered at Sanford.  140 students have enrolled!  We hope to expand 

the class to more schools next year! Students learn by using oral drills and repetition in class.  

Other topics studied this year include: 

§ History of Ojibwe culture and language 

§ In class vocabulary and conversational phrases 

§ Greetings, feelings and basic commands 

§ The students end with a final oral speech 

 

 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN OJIBWE CLASS 

There are a total of 6 classes of Ojibwe language being offered at Sanford and Northeast Middle Schools.  

Students learn via an online language learning program called memrise.com as well as incorporating other 

language activities and projects into daily curriculum.  Students this past quarter have been learning about 

the Iskigamizigewin (Sugar Bush) and Niimiiding (Pow Wow).  In May we will be taking a fieldtrip to the 

Mille Lacs Museum.  Watch for information being sent home with your student!  

 Miigwech Matt 
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Smudging Ceremony*                                                                                                                                                                               

Survey*  

Ojibwa/Dakota language handouts*                                                                                            

Ice breaker BINGO game* 

Pow-wow Bingo* 

Creatorôs game 

Book: The Creatorôs Game                                                                                                       

Book: Before Columbus* 

Book: American Indian Contributions to the World* 

Jumping Sticks game 

Double Ball 

Medicine Wheel Teachings and art project* 

No DAPL discussions 

Seven Grandfather Teachings* 

Moccasin Games* 

Log bundle or firewood Game* 

Indian Snake Stick game* 

 

Native Middle School Groups with Mr. Lussier and Ms. Bignell 

Our purpose is to engage our young Native children focusing on four aspects of their nature; spiritual,  

emotional, physical, and mental.  Our work is to build relationships of trust  while getting to know students in 

our group.  Our initiative is to provide an experience of Ojibwa / Dakota language and culture. The  

organization of such an endeavor has brought us down many avenues of exploration and research with the 

sole purpose and curiosity of how can one ñengageò adolescent Native youth.  When it comes to our Native 

children we cannot leave any stone unturned!  As you know there are many, many resources; published in 

books, manuals, papers, presentations, the internet, colleagues, parents and community.  We continue to dig 

into curricular approaches in order to engage each of our students  

The following is a list of activities and / or teachings developed for Native Middle School students.  

Those underlined are ones we have done this year so far with Native students.   

We are currently ñloom beading. 

Book: Love Flute, Goble* 

Norval Morriseau Art and clan 

teachings 

Creation Story and video* 

Native Essential presentation 

Native Foods Perspective* 

Porcupine Quill introduction 

Lakota Traditions* 

Dakota Language* 

Native American Curriculum* 

Native American Card Games; Gii-

goonh, Ojibwe Matching.* 

Ojibwe Language Experience* 

Storytelling Traditional Stories* 

Spirit Rock Painting 

Loom Beading** 

Rosette Beading 

Asemaa from Red Willow* 

Medicine bag 

Four Sacred Medicine teachings* 

Birch Bark and painting (ornament)* 

Dreamcatchers* 

Buffalo story and buffalo hide teachings 

Book: Trickster  

Native Flute* 



 

Counselorôs Corner ïJodi Burke , Tracy Burke and Tami Johnson, licensed school counselors 

11
th
 Graders: 

Practice and register to take the ACT 

 

The ACT college entrance exam is required for students going in 

to a 4 year college after high school.  Students should consider 

taking the test in the spring/summer of their junior year or in the 

fall of their senior year.  

 This yearôs remaining regular ACT date: 
 June 9    register by May 4 

 

¶ Register online at www.actstudent.org, students receiving free/reduced lunch can get a fee waiver from 

their counselor, otherwise the cost is $46 w/o writing test and $67.50 w/ writing test   

¶ Indian Education also has ACT prep books that students can borrow or keep to take practice tests (call 

Tami @ 668-0617 or Jodi @668-0157 to request) 

¶ Students on free/reduced lunches are able to receive two fee waiver to take the ACT during high school 

¶ Indian Education can also provide financial support when students register for the ACT *see Tami or Jodi 

12th graders and Families:  
College Financial Aid  

 

If you havenôt completed your FAFSA (free application for federal 

student aid)- meet with your Indian Education counselor or College 

and Career Center (CCC) staff NOW!   

On February 27, Minneapolis 

Mayor Jacob Frey joined 

selected South High School 

seniors for breakfast.  Frey, 

pictured with Christian Freed 

and Lecia Mata of Southôs All 

Nations program, shared his 

story and answered questions 

from students. 

http://www.act.org
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