
What is your role at Indian Education? 
I’ve been with MPS Indian Education since 2007. I have de-
veloped an intensive instructional framework model to en-
hance the practice of teachers of American Indian students. 
The framework serves as the foundation for the Urban Indian Education Partnership, 
“Niwiidookadaadimin,” a partnership between MPS Indian Education and the University of Min-
nesota College of Education and Human Development to promote Native student success. To-
gether we developed a teacher observational tool to help teachers at our Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) best practice sites improve their practice. I’m also the resident elder, provid-
ing cultural guidance to the department.  
 

What is a strength you bring to Indian Education? 
I bring 40 years of educational experience and I am a strong leader for Indigenous language and 
culture revitalization.  My work utilizes my collective unique gifts as an Indigenous grandmother 
and educator to improve the educational experience of all American Indian students. I am an ad-
vocate for community wellness, cultural teachings, and contemporary usage of ancient 
knowledge.   
 

Outside of Indian Education? 
I read, write, pray and spend time with my family. Family for me extends beyond my own chil-
dren. You can find me at community events simply being a sister, auntie, grandmother and men-
tor to many. I enjoy the time I spend with others praying, laughing, and most of the time eating. 
I love good food, especially feast food. I love the outdoors and hiking.  

 
What is your favorite book? 
I recommend books by Kent Nerburn: Neither Wolf nor Dog, The Wolf at Twilight: An Indian 
Elder's Journey through a Land of Ghosts & Shadows, The Girl Who Sang to the Buffalo: A child, 
an Elder, and the Light from an Ancient Sky.  He writes in a respectful, meaningful way about 
why dreams have meaning, animals are teachers, and the "old ones" have power beyond our 
understanding.   

Ida Downwind 
District Program Facilitator 

Leech Lake Anishinaabe 


