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What is your role at Indian Education? 

                I am a Check and Connect monitor located at South High School in South Minneapolis. The work 
that I do consists of monitoring academic performance, monitoring attendance, finding suitable re-
sources when necessary, and other duties relating to the area of high school dropout prevention.  My 
hope is to create, support and nurture life-long learners as they continue their journey to define what 
education and success mean to them. 

 

What is a strength do you bring to Indian Education? 

                I have worked with Native youth for seven years at various capacities.  I believe what those 
years of experience have taught me was to listen.  I think listening to a young person with the same re-
spect as you would an adult does a whole lot for that individual youth.   

 

Outside of Indian Education 

                Outside of Indian Education I am a mother to four beautiful and awesome boys and a wife to the 
most loving and supportive husband.  I have more than enough to keep me busy but when I do find time 
to get away we will travel to visit family in Wisconsin and Nebraska.  I like to cook and take walks.  I enjoy 
any activity, holiday or gathering that generates the presence of family and friends. I enjoy learning alt-
hough I don’t need to fully understand the entirety of my interests as long as I understand the foundation 
of all that is interesting to me.  That should speak to my attention level more than anything!! 

 

What is a favorite book? 

                I read when my life allows it and I really do not stick to one particular genre, although I do tend 
to read a bit more historical fiction than the rest.  With that said I’ll go with Pillars of the Earth by Ken Fol-
let.  I also enjoy psychological thrillers and dystopian novels as well.  I don’t read a lot of non-fiction but 
when I do I find myself turning to books on Native thought and philosophy as well as education by au-
thors such as Vine Deloria Jr., Bell Hooks, Donald Fixico and Paulo Freire.  


