
After seven years as the Director of Indian Education at MPS, I have 
accepted a promotion to the position of Executive Director of  Educa-
tional and Cultural Services and Indian Education.  In this role, I will su-
pervise the areas of Positive School-wide Engagement, Safe and Drug 
Free Schools, Family Resource Centers, Extended Learning, Re-
sponse to Intervention as well as Indian Education. All of these areas 
are, at their core, about ensuring that all students in our district have 
the resources that they need to be successful. I will be posting the posi-
tion of Director of Indian Education to find my replacement soon. 

The last seven years have been the most rewarding of my professional 
life, and it has been an honor to serve my community every day. I am 
grateful for the amazing Indian Education team, teachers and school 
staff, parents and students I have been able to get to know and respect 
in this role. It is my hope that the new director will continue the  im-
portant work that we have done together and engage with our students, 
families and community as the core of his or her work. 

-Danielle Grant, Director of Indian Education 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: NEW CHALLENGES  

WELCOME NI IBIN!  

Inside this issue: 

Summer Information 1 

Parent Information 2-3 

Cultural Story 4 

Counselor’s Corner 6-8 

Live It! 9 

Student Count Info 12-13 

MPS INDIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

JUNE 2015 

VOLUME 6 ISSUE 3 

The mission of MPS Indian 
Education is to improve   
Native student achievement 
and graduation rates 
through academically rigor-
ous culturally responsive 
instruction, family and stu-
dent engagement and col-
laborative partnerships with 
schools and community.  

Boozhoo parents! As this school year comes to a close and we find 
ourselves preparing for summer, we want to thank you all for all your 
hard work as a parent. It is an honor to be able to be a part of this com-
munity and watch your children grow into amazing young people.   
 
Summertime is the perfect opportunity to enhance your child’s educa-
tion through summer school and other community programming. Re-
search has shown that Native students experience learning loss when 
they do not engage in some form of educational enrichment activities in 
the summer months. This especially holds true for low-income students 
who are eligible for free or reduced price lunches, which includes over 
85% of Native American students.  
 
Families who have enrolled in Summer Session in Minneapolis Public 
Schools should carefully review the information packet that was mailed 
to your home regarding specific details and start times for the home 
cluster site you will be attending . The first day of Summer Session is 
Monday, June 15

th
!  
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Thank you to everyone who took the time to nominate a student, teacher, or parent to serve on the 
Title VII Indian Education Parent Committee for Minneapolis. We are happy to announce the newly 
elected committee members. Based upon the votes, our new student committee members are: 
 
Student Representatives 
Sierra Villebrun (White Earth Ojibwe), 11

th
 grade at South All Nations 

Karissa Kier-Ficken (White Earth Ojibwe), 11
th
 grade at South All Nations 

Breanna Green (Red Lake Ojibwe), 10
th
 grade at South All Nations 

Emilio Reyes (Red Lake Ojibwe), 11
th
 grade at South All Nations 

(Alternate) Elizabeth Francis (Leech Lake Ojibwe), 11
th
 grade at South All Nations 

 
Parent Representatives 
Andrea Reese (Leech Lake Ojibwe), parent of a 1

st
 grade student at Waite Park 

Susan Bobolink (Leech Lake Ojibwe) parent of 6
th
 & 8

th
 grade students at Sanford Middle 

Quanah Walker (Meskwaki Nation), parent of a 3
rd

 grade student at Lyndale 
Beckee Villebrun (White Earth Ojibwe), parent of an 11

th
 grade student at South High 

Angie Hirsch (Lake Manitoba First Nations Ojibwe), parent of 1
st
 & 5

th
 grade students at Marcy 

Kristin Dionne (Lakota), parent of a 5
th
 grade student at Lake Nokomis Community 

 
Teacher Representatives 
Andrea Fairbanks (Leech Lake Ojibwe), High 5 Ojibwe Language at Anishinabe Academy 
Vince Patton (Oglala Lakota), Social Studies & Humanities at South High 
(Alternate) Kassie Benjamin-Ficken (Mille Lacs Ojibwe), Math at Anishinabe Academy 
(Alternate) Cheryl Leavitt, Social Worker at Folwell Performing Arts 

 MPS INDIAN EDUCATION WELCOMES NEW COMMITTEE  
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 Read with your child every single day. To make it fun, read outside! 

 Drink lots of water to stay hydrated. Young people lose nutrients in warm weather. 

 Visit the library; there are many branches in Minneapolis. Register your child with their own li-

brary card.  

 Exercise daily. Our bodies were made to move! 

 Maintain a routine. Go to sleep & wake up around the same time every day. 

 Encourage your child to keep an “Adventure Journal” of their summer activities. Save souvenirs 

or photos and write captions.  

 Play games with your child.  

 Visit the local farmer’s market and teach your child about where food comes from. 

 Visit Minnesota State Parks, there are family programs available.  

 Check out a pow wow! Encourage your child to dance during intertribal rounds. 

 Offer healthy snacks with fresh, seasonal, and local foods. 

SUMMER TIPS FOR PARENTS  
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In an effort to offer more culturally diverse class offerings, MPS Community Education came to our 

department for ideas.  They asked, “What sort of classes would Native people want to see in the 

catalog?”  With a short deadline to meet, we reached out to Chef Austin Barthold from Waite House.  

Never one to turn down an opportunity, Austin agreed to lead two cooking classes, held at All Na-

tions Church, to teach about traditional foods and clean living.   

Austin is from Lac Courte Oreilles and, despite not having an Indian name, jokes that he’s called 

“the man who cooks.”  Not only is he passionate about food, but also finding ways to encourage 

people to eat a more traditional diet and include two very important medicines in everything they do 

– heart and laughter.  In addition, he likes to cook with herbs and fresh vegetables to ensure you’re 

getting the healthiest meal possible. 

If you have ideas for class offerings you’d like Community Education to offer in your neighborhood, 

please email odia.wood-krueger@mpls.k12.mn.us  

 FOOD AS MEDICINE COMMUNITY EDUCATION CLASS  

 
 
 
 
 

Students 18 and younger are invited to access free 
meals throughout the summer months. Please visit 
www.2harvest.org or call/text 612.516.3663 for a lo-
cation near you. All children 18 and younger can eat 
for free at any time under this program! 

Playground Granola Bars  
Prep time: 15 minutes 

Cook time: 35 minutes 
 

Ingredients: 

2 cups rolled oats 
¾ cups packed brown sugar 
½ cup wheat germ 
¾ teaspoon cinnamon 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
¾ teaspoon salt 
½ cup honey 
1 egg, beaten 
½ cup vegetable oil 
2 teaspoon vanilla extract  
¾ cup raisins (optional) 
 

Directions:  

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Generously grease a 9x13 inch baking pan. 
2. In a large bowl, mix together the oats, brown sugar, wheat germ, cinnamon, flour, raisins and 

salt. Make a well in the center, and pour in the honey, egg, oil, and vanilla. Mix well using your 
hands. Pat the mixture evenly into the prepared pan. 

3. Bake for 30-35 minutes in the preheated oven, until the bars begin to turn golden at the edg-
es. Cool for 5 minutes, then cut them into bars while still warm. Do not allow the bars to cool 
completely before cutting, or they will be too difficult to cut.  

4. These bars can be stored in a container and tossed in your bag for a quick snack while you 
are out and about enjoying your summer with your family. Enjoy! 
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SECOND HARVEST SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM  

http://www.2harvest.org
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 MPS RECOGNIZES INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY  

Christopher Columbus arrived in the present day Caribbean Islands in October of 1492. He was hired by the 

King and Queen of Spain at the time to return to search for spices, silk, riches, and gold. Columbus encoun-

tered the Indigenous people of the island, the Taino. The years following that first meeting was destructive for 

the Taino. Columbus and hundreds of his men exterminated 90% of the population through torture and slav-

ery. However, America considers Christopher Columbus an honorable hero because they claim that he 

“discovered the New World.” Native people today understand that Columbus did not discover America. Native 

people have lived here in America (Turtle Island) for thousands of years before 1492. Despite the criminal 

acts upon Native people, “Columbus Day” was officially recognized as a federal holiday in 1937 in honor of 

his voyage to the New World.  

On April 14th, the school board voted unanimously to officially recognize the second Monday of every October 

as Indigenous Peoples Day in Minneapolis Public Schools. The resolution was presented by Director Tracine 

Asbury to honor and recognize Minnesota’s first people; the Dakota and Ojibwe Nations. The passing of this 

resolution comes almost a year after the City of Minneapolis passed a similar declaration at the city level.  

Part of closing the achievement gap is to empower Native students to feel they have importance and worth. 

Recognizing Indigenous People’s Day is one of the ways we can lift them up and celebrate the legacy of Na-

tive people on Turtle Island. 

Ziigwan “It is Spring.'  Mii iw apii gii'igoshimod a'aw Anishinaabe.  'This is when Anishinaabe fasts for a vision'.   
The snow has melted, the thunderbirds have returned and life is emerging through the land, the trees, and the 
medicines. This is the time for Anishinaabe to seek a dream, a vision.   A vision quest is a time for humility, a 
time to ask for help from a bawaagan 'a spirit helper', and an opportunity to look for direction in one's life.  While 
Anishinaabe has received many great gifts from fasting,  this story is a cautionary tale about the dangers of 
over-fasting.  This story was told to William Jones by John Pinesi 'Gaagige-binesiban'  in 1902. 
 
There was an Oshkinawe 'a young man' who was constantly being told to fast by his father.  After many fasts 
he told his father that he had already dreamt of everything.  The Oshkinawe saw how the whole earth looked, 
where the winds blow and everything in the sky.   Yet, his father urged him to fast once more and said “perhaps 
there is something you haven't dreamt of, something you haven't learned” and handed his son a piece of char-
coal.  The Oshkinawe rubbed the charcoal on his face and began another fast.  He had fasted for ten days on 
many occasions.  He neither drank water nor ate food for the entire duration of his many fasts.  After eight days 
of abstaining from food and water the oshkinawe returned to his family's waaginogaan 'domed lodge'.  His fa-
ther was happy to see him and tried to give him food, but the Oshkinawe refused to eat.   
  
The Oshkinawe asked his father for some onaman 'magic red paint'. His father handed him some and Osh-
kinawe painted his chest red.  He suddenly leapt to his feet and then he transformed into a bird and flew out of 
the lodge.   The father rushed after his son and saw him perched on a tree.  The bird with the red chest told his 
father 'From now on I will be known as Opichi 'Robin'” and flew away. 
 
We often see robins flying close to the ground in the spring.  It is thought that they are too weak from fasting 
too much to fly high.  Another invaluable teaching we have received from this story is that whenever someone 
says “I have dreamt of everything” during their fast then their fast ends.  It is important to seek a vision, but it is 
also just as important to live out your dream as well.  Mii iw!  That's it! 

 SPRING LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL LESSON  
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Friday, March 20th turned out to be a wonderful day to visit Porky White’s Sugar Bush in Maple Plain.  

Thanks to the initiative and funding from the school, several Northeast Middle School Native students and 

their families were able to participate in traditional maple sap collection and syrup making.  Miigwech also 

goes to Northeast’s Check and Connect staff - Alyssa, Layla, and Josh - for helping with this trip.   

Students listened to a traditional story about how maple syrup came to the Anishinabe.  Storytellers Dennis 

Jones and Deb White then showed students how to make basswood twine.  Students also helped with stack-

ing firewood.  The sap was running, although it was a rough start to this season’s sugar bush; the morning 

started out brisk, but the sun warmed us by lunch time. It was a great day of experiential learning for all. 

Over 100 Sanford Middle students and their families attended a special showing of The Jingle Dress. This 

Minnesota made movie follows the fictional Red Elk family from White Earth to Minneapolis.  Mavis Mantila, a 

Native teacher at the school, organized the event through funding from the Minneapolis Indian Education de-

partment. In addition, the Riverview helped out by only charging minimum costs for the event.Mavis was also 

able to convince the writer/director, William Eigen, and his editor to come speak with students and answer 

questions about movie-making.  Native actors and MPS students, S’Nya and Mauricimo Sanchez-

Hohenstein, told of their experience filming the movie. They also answered student questions. Paul Wenell, 

also known as Tall Paul, is a youth worker and rapper who shared spoken word and his life experience with 

the audience.  Native families were also able to participate in a Native family meeting at Sanford immediately 

afterward.   It was a great movie and a wonderful event! 

 THE JINGLE DRESS AT THE RIVERVIEW THEATER  

Indian Education staff Gary Lussier and Marie Wilson with actors and students 
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On January 30th, students from Henry, Roosevelt, South and 
Takoda Prep (AIOIC) met with film director, Joanna Kohler to 
answer the question:  ‘What is needed for Native American 
youth to succeed in education and to see college as an option?’ 
 

We took the students answers and arranged them into a circle design using Ojibwe, Dakota and Lakota 
words to captured the group ideas.  On March 27th, students gathered at South to shoot the first video.  Re-
porter Melissa Townsend from Minnesota Native News also interviewed students on that day for an educa-
tion story that will air on May 26th.  A second day of filming took place at the home of Chris Oquist, Roosevelt 
student, the following day as he and his family shared their personal stories about the role education plays in 
their lives. 

 

 

 COUNSELOR’S CORNER  

MPS INDIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

PAGE 6 

COLLEGE GROUP VIDEO PROJECT 



On Friday May 10th our high school students went on a college visit to Hennepin Technical College in Brook-
lyn Park.  Hennepin Technical College (HTC) is a two-year technical college that offers degrees in automo-
tive, business, construction, culinary, manufacturing, nursing assistance and many more popular and in de-
mand careers. Many of the programs at HTC are taught in a hands-on environment with up-to-date equip-
ment that will best prepare students for the workforce. During our visit we were able to see students and staff 
in action using the equipment.  In addition to the tour, we were able to connect with several current HTC stu-
dents who also happen to be former MPS graduates! It was great for our high school students to be able to 
relate to the college students and hear what college is really like from firsthand experience.  
 

Our timing with this visit aligned so we could experience the Why Treaties Matter exhibit. Why Treaties Matter 
is a traveling exhibit that has been making its way through the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities sys-
tem.  Seeing the exhibit allowed students to gain a deeper understanding of the history of Native people in 
Minnesota and the critical role that treaties played in shaping the lives of Native people in this area. 
Overall we had a fantastic visit at HTC. We expanded our knowledge of technical colleges and the careers 
and opportunities offered at HTC. We learned more about Native history in MN and got to strengthen our con-
nection as an MPS Indian Education group.  
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INDIAN EDUCATION VISITS 



This year our high school May displays feature the work of our ‘Video Project’ students.  The theme answers 
the questions: What is needed for Native American youth to succeed in education and to see college 
as an option?  

 

 

 

Their answers… 
 

Awareness of culture, history an self 

 

Supporters 

 

Knowledge of college planning process 

 

Leaders 

 

Belief in self and vision 

Senior Checklist  
As your final year of high school comes to an end and you shift your focus to your next journey: college, here 
are some last minute reminders… 
 Review your Student Aid Report (SAR ) on FAFSA for accuracy 
 Apply for tribal aid and Minnesota Indian Scholarship Program (if eligible) 
 Send in required forms and deposits for tuition and housing. Request to ‘defer deposits/payments’ until fi-

nancial aid arrives in the fall, if necessary or request a payment plan 
 Request the counseling clerk to send a final transcript to the college you will be attending 
 Check your college email account often 
 Attend college orientation and registration sessions 
 Buy your books.  Buy used and online to save money.  KEEP YOUR RECEIPTS! 
 Find out what’s supplied in the dorms (i.e. fridge, microwave, cable or internet) 
 Contact your roommate for next year to coordinate who’s bringing what for your dorm room 
 Make a budget so you know how much money you have each month after paying for tuition, room/board 

and books 
 Know how to apply for a student loan through the financial aid office just in case you run into an emergency  
 Save money over the summer to help pay for books or other things you’ll need to buy before financial aid 

arrives  
 Get a shower caddy (basket) and start collecting shower items- soap, shampoo/conditioner, bath towels, 

robe, etc. 
 Get a student planner to keep track of tests, big assignments, study time, work schedule and social events 

 COUNSELOR’S CORNER  
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MAY IS AMERICAN INDIAN MONTH IN MINNESOTA 

Leticia Leon and Lecia Mata put the final touch-
es on South display (top left) 
 
Display at Patrick Henry (top right) 
 
Display at South High (bottom left) 



If someone would have told me five years ago that I would someday be working in Minneapolis, I would have laughed 
and shook my head.  Funny how life works out, as I now can’t imagine working anywhere else!  This past school year 
has brought me new adventures, new friends, and a new found dislike of bikers.  Just kidding about the bikers! Howev-
er, I have never seen so many bicycles in my life!  It seems like people bike everywhere in Minneapolis. 
 
I have truly enjoyed my first year here at Indian Education.   As a social worker, it has been a dream come true with the 
number of resources in Minneapolis for Native people.  Meeting with parents and connecting them with resources that 
best meet their child’s needs has been the best part of my job.  Seeing students who are at first a bit shy with me, but 
soon open up with beautiful smiles and sharing stories always makes my day.  Collaborating with co-workers, both at 
Indian Education and district wide, has given me greater appreciation of the gifts and skills we all have to share.   I have 
had the honor to have worked with more than 80 families this year.  I also co-taught several monthly high school student 
groups and met with the majority of the middle school students during this month’s “meet and greets”.  For the elemen-
tary, I mainly worked with Anishinabe’s High-5 program, Parents of Tradition, and on a referral basis.  I look forward to 
next school year as we expand our efforts on increasing attendance through forming a peer mentoring program. 
Thank you for entrusting me in working with your student.  Please know that parents and students can call to self-refer 
at any time during the school year.  If you are looking for a good book to read, check out “Skeleton Man” by Joseph 
Bruchac.  It’s a good, a little bit scary book written by a Native author. Have a great summer and I will see you again in 
the fall!  
 
-Alicia Zetah, Social Worker 

Live It! is a culturally-specific teen pregnancy prevention and healthy sexuality curriculum developed by the 
Division of Indian Work. The student engagement team - John Hudson, Marie Wilson and Gary Lussier - 
were trained earlier this year and presented to the Andersen United Native Student Group.  Live It! delivers 
traditional teachings for healthier living by way of classroom lectures, discussions, and activities.   Students 
have been very receptive to lessons of abstinence, sexually transmitted diseases, one’s choices about sex, 
and waiting or postponing pregnancy, likely due to the curriculum’s Native perspective.   
 

The curriculum, developed by community members, provides a pregnancy prevention program tailored to 
American Indian learners.  The cultural strengths and values reinforce and motivate pregnancy prevention 
through well thought out lessons.    
  

Live It! teaches American Indian teens the importance of integrating traditional teachings into their lives for 
healthier living.    
 

Warrior’s Spirit generated from Native Student Group means they choose to live in a good way, a respectful 
way.  Native Student Group chose to take the higher ground being positive, productive and proactive and 
learning many lessons from life.  Their examples of The Warrior Spirit are:   
 

I’m going to try to be more respectful. 
I’m going to try and get to sleep earlier. 

I’m going to try and get a job. 
I’m going to put out tobacco more often. 

I’m going to try to get more exercise. 
I’m going to try to pray more often. 

I’m going to try not to interrupt. 
I’m going to try and relax. 

I’m going to try and control my anger. 
I’m going to try and read more. 

I’m going to not drink. 
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 LIVE IT!  CURRICULUM  



Freedom Schools® were created to build strong, lit-
erate, and empowered children to make a difference 
in themselves, their families and communities, the 
nation, and the world today.  This program, rooted in 
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, was reborn in 
1995 under the guidance of Marian Wright Edelman 
and the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF).  Each year 
specialized curricula are created that reflect the stu-
dents who attend these schools.  For six weeks dur-
ing the summer, students participate in activities that 
boost motivation to read, generate more positive atti-
tudes toward learning, increase self-esteem, and 
connect the needs of children and families to the re-
sources of their communities.  In a partnership be-
tween the Children’s Defense Fund of Minnesota and 
Minneapolis Public Schools, the nation’s first Native 
American Freedom Schools® sites will be up and 
running in June at the Division of Indian Work and 
the Minneapolis American Indian Center. 
 

The students, known as ‘scholars’, will be divided into four learning groups based on age.  Each day scholars 
participate in activities that build community, help to connect with self and others, and are centered on a love 
of reading.  Scholars will enjoy and interact with a variety of books that have been written by Indigenous au-
thors, offer an authentic voice, or share the world from another’s perspective.  Best of all, all scholars will be 
able to choose books to take home to share with their family. 
 

If you’re interested in learning more about the Native-specific Freedom Schools®, contact Nation Wright, 
Freedom Schools Project Director/21st Century Program Coordinator, at nwright@childrensdefense.org. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

If you were to read all of the 

books in the CDF Freedom 

Schools® Integrated Reading 

Curriculum, you would have 

read more than 4600 pages! 

 WELCOMING NATIVE SPECIFIC FREEDOM SCHOOLS  
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Making nets with marsh nettle at Mde Maka Ska 



On Friday, May 22nd Indian Education co-sponsored the 7th annual Mde Maka Ska canoe nations gathering.  
This event, often a favorite for staff and students alike, occurs on the south shore of Lake Calhoun near 
Thomas Beach.  The day’s events, led by a variety of community partners, reinforce healthy living, traditional 
values, and connection to land while integrating art, science, and just plain fun!   
This year’s event focused on activities for students from seven Minneapolis schools in grades four through 
eight.  Students learned to fish, how to use macroinvertebrates to determine water quality, paddle a Voya-
geur canoe, make traditional netting out of marsh nettle, try their hand at lacrosse, investigate buoyancy, how 
to care for Minnesota native critters, and express their creative energy through art. 
Without a doubt, this event couldn’t happen if not for our dedicated community partners!  Special thanks to 
Migizi Communications, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Homegrown Lacrosse, Heidi Haf-
ermann, the Bakken Museum, Dream of Wild Health, Wilderness Inquiry, Three Rivers Park District, In the 
Heart of the Beast, and the Indigenous Peoples Task Force.  
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Creating fish-shaped wind-
socks with Twin Cities mixed 
media artist, Heidi Hafermann 

Wilderness  
Inquiry’s  
Voyageur  

canoes on Mde Maka Ska 
(Lake Calhoun) 



We have approximately 1,800 students who self-identified as being Native American during their en-
rollment with Minneapolis Public Schools. The following information is our students’ tribal affiliations 
based on our Title VII Student Eligibility Certification form (known as the 506 form). We have 
1,377 American Indian students who have returned this important form; they represent a diverse 
number of tribal nations. If you have not turned in this important 506 form please do so, all our 
tribal students benefit. This form can be found at http://indianed.mpls.k12.mn.us/. 
 
The Minneapolis Public Schools Indian Education department reports this number to the U.S. De-

partment of Education each year. The number of American Indian students with 506 forms filed with 

our office determines the amount of funds received from the U.S. Department of Education Title VII 

to serve all American Indian students in the district. The Title VII Student Eligibility Certification 

form (506 form) does not require the child to be enrolled in a tribe, therefore, if the child is not 

enrolled the name of an enrolled parent/guardian or grandparent should be put in the space 

that asks for the individual with tribal membership.   

 INDIAN STUDENT COUNT  
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Anishinaabe: 

 Red Lake (262) 

 White Earth (215) 

 Lac Courte Oreilles (43) 

 Leech Lake (156) 

 Mille Lacs (108) 

 Bois Forte (33) 

 Fond du Lac (40) 

 Grand Portage (18) 
 

Other Anishinaabe Nations: 

 Turtle Mountain 

 Mole Lake 

 Lac du Flambeau 

 Bad River 

 Sault Saint Marie 

 Saint Croix 

 Red Cliff 

 Grand Traverse 

 Hannahville Band 

 Saginaw 

 Keweenaw Bay 
 

Lakota: 

 Standing Rock (74) 

 Pine Ridge Oglala (63) 

 Rosebud (40) 

 Cheyenne River (31) 

 Yankton (13) 

 Crow Creek 

 Flandreau 

 Lake Traverse 
 

Dakota: 

 Upper Sioux (3) 

 Lower Sioux  

 Shakopee Mdewakanton (3) 

 Prairie Island (3) 

 Spirit Lake (17) 

 Fort Berthold 

 Assiniboine 

 Santee 

 Sisseton Wahpeton 

 Flandreau 

All Other Tribes: 

 Alaskan Native 

 Apache 

 Arapaho 

 Blackfeet 

 Cree 

 Creek 

 Cherokee 

 Chinook 

 Coeur D’Alene 

 Crow 

 Flathead 

 Hidatsa 

 Hualapai 

 Jemez 

 Acoma 

 Meskwaki 

 Lake Traverse 

 Mandan 

 Mescalero 

 Navajo 

 Nez Perce 

 Northern Cheyenne 

 Northern Ute 

 Omaha 

 Osage 

 Sac & Fox 

 Salish/Kootenai 

 Shoshone 

 Southern Ute 

 Tohono O’odham  

 Choctaw (6) 

 Menominee (11) 

 Oneida (8) 

 Potawatomi (12) 

 Winnebago (11) 

 Yakama 
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1250 West Broadway Ave 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55411  

Phone: 612 668-0610 

Fax: 612 668-0615 

E-mail: IndianEd@mpls.k12.mn.us 

M P S  I N D I A N  E D U C A T I O N   

 We also develop culturally 

relevant and engaging curric-

ulum and materials for use in 

schools.  

Support for Family In-

volvement:  Indian Educa-

tion provides resources and 

support for Native American 

Family Involvement Day in 

November, but also for oth-

er opportunities throughout 

the year, like Connecting 

Parents to Educational Op-

portunities, parent trainings  

and parent circles.   

College Readiness: Our 

Counselors on Special As-

signment work with groups 

of Native students to teach 

them college planning steps 

and facilitate college visits. 

Advocacy for Families:  If 

a Native student is having a 

Indian Education provides 

many services for Native stu-

dents and families within MPS.  

Just a few of the different roles 

we play are: 

Resources:  Indian Education 

provides resources, like school 

supplies, and student activity 

fees to Native students in Min-

neapolis Public Schools.  

Support for Instruction:  

Indian Education works with 

teachers and schools to help 

them become more familiar 

with the best ways for Native 

students to learn.  We do this 

through professional develop-

ment opportunities for teach-

ers, but also through one-on 

one relationships.  Our teach-

ers on special assignment 

work with several school 

teams. 

problem at their school, their 

parents can contact Indian 

Education and we will work 

with you to get your issue 

resolved.   

Support for the Memoran-

dum of Agreement:  Indian 

Education works with the 

School Board, school district 

administration and the Native 

community to implement the 

ideas of the MOA.  Together 

we are working to make the 

district a better place for Na-

tive students to learn and 

achieve.   

Financial Support for Pro-

grams:  Indian Education 

provides financial support for 

the school programs at An-

ishinabe Academy and South 

High School All Nations. 

WHAT DOES INDIAN EDUCATION DO? 

http://
indianed.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 


