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Anpetu Waste’....Boozhoo….Greetings from the

American Indian
Education Department
Our Mission: To support and strengthen increased educational outcomes for

American Indian students by promoting culturally responsive instruction, family and
student engagement and partnerships with MPS departments, schools and the
broader community.

Our Vision: American Indian students are empowered to reach their full potential
through educational experiences that value their cultural identities.

April
Magaokada wi (Dakota) I Iskigamizige-Giizis (Ojibwe)
Translations: Goose laying egg/return Moon | Maple Syrup Boiling Moon

Important Upcoming MPS Dates:
● April 5th-9th: Spring Break Academy for highschool students
needing credit recovery (failed a course in the past) grades
9-12th

NO SCHOOL
● April 1st: No school for grades 6-12th (teacher prep day)
● April 2nd: No school for ALL grades, teacher record keeping day
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● April 5th-9th: SPRING BREAK FOR ALL MPS STUDENTS

April 2021 Issue At-A-Glance (Click on link to take you to that section)
-Monthly Birthday Shout Outs for Our Students!!
-MPS Comprehensive District Design Impacts and Placements for 2021-2022 School Year
-Saturday, March 6: Virtual Live Q&A for In-person Learning for Grades 6-12 and Transition Plus
-American Indian Parent Advisory Committee (AIPAC) Meetings
-MPS Indian Education American Indian Youth Council/Ogichida Oyate 2020-21 Updates
-Elementary Culture & Language Groups
-Middle School Culture & Language Groups
-Save the Dates! MPS 2021 Spring Powwow & Districtwide American Indian Family Involvement &
Awareness Week
-Ojibwe Language Lodge for Students and Families
-Dakota Language Lodge for Students and Families
-“Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting
-Seeking Our 2021 MPS Seniors!!
-Important Reminders
-Governor Walz Announces Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) Due North Education Plan
-Counselors Corner with Jodi and Tracy Burke
-Office of Ombudsperson, Office of Engagement and Community Relations, Early Childhood Family
Engagement and Special Education direct contact
-American Indian Family Support: Districtwide Engagement, Indian Education & Special Education
& Early Child & Family Education (ECFE)
-MPS News/Events
-Coffee and Conversation with Special Education Specialist within Indian Education
-Gathered Voices - Join us weekly on Monday mornings 10 AM
-Sharing Stories with Indian Education: Daily at 10:30 AM on Facebook Live ‘MPS Indian Education’
-Whats Up Wednesday! With Indian Education and Office of Engagement
-Attendance Matters!
-Parents of Tradition with Early Childhood Family Education
-Seeking American Indian Alumni of Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS)
-Program Support, Updates & Events From our Community Partners
-Lets Connect! Please make sure your address is up to date with the district, each family can
expect a ‘special delivery’ from MPS Indian Education this month!!!!
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April Birthday Shoutouts for Our Students!!
Beckham Trigger
Diego Bock
Aleah Green
Breeana Stanley
Tatiana Fleming
Keith LaChapelle
Ariyana Turcios
Lilia Taken Care Of
David Hicks
Ciarena Mata
Luna Griffin
Azalea Johnson
Brian Saice
Angelo Jefferson
Lillian Center
Dallas Quinn
Wa’Kinyan Hollow
Phoenix Cross
Adline Gauthier
Edward Rodriquez
Corey Sayers
Matthew Johnson
Anthony Dominguez
Salena Sage
Jennifer Sanchez Cortez
Deja McAllister
Wallace Ellis
Michele Castillo
Shawnessy Doney
Naiya Arcoren
Elissa Chloe Doney
Demarius Lumbar
Calixta Arcoren
Daymian Perez-LaRoque
Rain Nelson
Jarvis Thompson
Evan Simmons
Michael Twiss

Dakota Knotz
Stephan Capers
Amadeo Sanchez
Akira Jelks
Eloise Myhra
Riley Manor
Mina Amlee
Ohiyesa Long Crow
Marcelino Galvez-Roybal
Jonathan Holmes
Ethan Pemberton
Stefanie Gonzalez
Koda Deer
Emmett Longie
Devante DeLeon
Dannaca Roberts
Jaidyn Beaulieu-Weston
Roman Nguyen
Ernesto Martinez
Eve Alise Lybarger
Lillie White
Margaret Fraedrich
Ariana Ojeda-Quevedo
Kailynn Bridges
D’Angelo Mastrey
Aurora Mars
Leslie DeCoteau
Lawrence Roy
Talithia Smith-McCord
Cassidy Atheneos
Abreanna LeDoux
Aniah Smith
McKynzie Hollow
Madelyn Schaible
Emeliano Allen
Skyler Dorr
Nia Stroud

Mia Houston
Jessica DeCoteau-Young
Sebastian Samaniego
Vincent Samaniego
Tyee Beaulieu
Jack Hunt-Holubar
Eulises Silva Flying Bye
Adrian Thompson
Joseph Beauchamp
Aiden Wind
Josiah Cody
Juliette LaCroix
Nina Jones
Honesty Benimon
Kassius Graves
Dah’Yani Garcia-Tucker
Madison Beaulieu-Weston
Juanamarie Amigon Morgan
Mariana Gonzalez-Syverson
Nathan Parkhurst
Angelo Deegan
Jeremy Quinnell
Shaun Riley
Elizabeth Gaulden
Victor Cortes-Smith
Christopher Denny
Antone Stone
Patricia Crow
Cameron Toal
Sonny Deer
AAlynna Lopez-Laroque
Ambersky Stevens
Alexus Mata
Franceska Palma
Angel williams
Duana Little Whiteman
Ilaya Cook
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MPS Comprehensive District Design Impacts and
Placements for 2021-2022 School Year
Comprehensive District Design
In May 2020 MPS Board of Education voted in favor of the Comprehensive District Design, also
known as the CDD, recommendations. The Comprehensive District Design is Minneapolis
Public Schools’ bold vision and plan for how our large, urban school district will deliver on its
commitment to ensuring that all students–regardless of their background, zip code, and
personal needs–receive a high-quality, well-rounded education that prepares them for future
success.
As we continue to move towards implementation of the CDD we want to ensure all families
know that grade reconfigurations or staff moves will go into effect in the fall of 2021. The CDD
will have an impact for all families within the District. Whether it is your student transitioning
to a new school or a friend or even a family member the CDD will have an effect on all.
In late 2020, most families with students in grades PreK-8 should have received an update
about their child’s school assignment for the 2021-22 school year based on Comprehensive
District Design (CDD) changes in school programs and boundaries. Current high school
students are not impacted by these changes next year. If you have not received information,
please contact your child’s school directly and someone should be able to help.
On February 7th, 2021 MPS closed our annual School Request Season. Which is the time of
year when families with children ready to begin High Five or Kindergarten, or students who
wish to change schools, can submit a request for school for the following school year. Families
who participate in the School Request Season will have the best chance of placement at their
top-requested school. As noted in messages sent to families, parents of currently enrolled
students in grades H5-8th did not need to submit a request if you would like to attend the
school assigned to you as part of the Comprehensive District Design (CDD) transition.
If your family participated in this year's annual School Request Season by submitting a school
request form you should receive the placement letter for your students 2021-2022 school in
mid-March.
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Second Lottery – April 12 due date for requests
School requests received by April 12 will have a second lottery opportunity focused on
ensuring a mix of students from all economic backgrounds in our magnets, and focused on
community schools that still have lots of room.
Some students will automatically be included in this second lottery as outlined on this
webpage. Please know that participating in the second lottery does not guarantee placement
at a school.
If you’d like to explore other school options, you can do so and still submit a new request for
the second lottery until the April 12 due date. Fore more information, you can check the Second
Lottery FAQ.
Questions or concerns about your CDD assigned school? Would you like to connect with
someone in Minneapolis Public Schools administration? Amanda Dionne is a contact within the
district that can help provide support to American Indian families. She can be reached at (e)
amanda.dionne@mpls.k12.mn.us or (p) 612-986-3937 (call or text). Student Placement
Services is also a department that will support families through this process and provide
regular updates. Visit the Student Placement website for contact details.

American Indian Parent Advisory Committee Meetings
and Nominations for 2021-22 School Year
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS - APRIL 15th Due Date!!

Nomination form can be found here Or direct link: https://forms.gle/jMzMkvXhpjvYLDEr5
AIPAC is conducting their annual election for its American Indian Parent Advisory Committee
for the 2021-2022 academic year. The committee consists of parents, students in grades 9-12,
MPS staff and community members. The time commitment is a monthly meeting for 2 hours to
engage in critical data, discussion and decisions to advise the district in the educational
experience of our American Indian students. AIPAC is looking for parents, students,
teachers/staff and community members to fill 9 vacant positions. Contact Christine Wilson, if
you have any questions: Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
Every school district with 10 or more American Indian students enrolled are required by
Minnesota Statutes to establish an American Indian education parent advisory committee.
Commonly referred to as American Indian Parent Advisory Committees (AIPAC), this
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committee serves in an advisory role and helps ensure that American Indian students are
receiving culturally relevant and equitable educational opportunities. Parent and student
involvement, in particular within this committee, is critical to the advocacy and academic
achievement of American Indian students statewide, and they offer a valuable opportunity to
strengthen the school district and parent partnerships. With MPS having roughly 100 schools
serving American Indian students, AIPAC has served as a strong voice for change in the district
for our students and families. The Bi-Laws for AIPAC can be found here.
REMAINING AIPAC MEETING DATES FOR THE 2020 - 2021 SCHOOL YEAR: April 12, May
3 & June 7
Time: 3:30-5:00 PM
Google Meet joining info to join these meetings virtual is:
https://meet.google.com/qcx-axfu-tkw Or dial: +1470-839-8100 PIN: 882554635#
These meetings (unless otherwise noted) are open to ALL students, families and
community members to attend. We welcome all to come talk about how we can create better
opportunities for our American Indian students within MPS. Please contact Christine Wilson,
Family Engagement Specialist, at Christine.wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us for more information or
with any questions.

MPS American Indian Youth Council/Ogichida Oyate
Ogichida Oyate’ continues to meet monthly to discuss progress to their goals & initiatives, concerns,
future leadership opportunities, and challenges they are facing. Community initiatives include elder
support, as well as mentoring middle school students. Support is offered by the Department of
American Indian Education and our community partner, MIGIZI Communications.

Saheli Patel, Southwest High School Senior
The Native Youth Council has three seniors graduating this year…..Our first,
April, Senior highlight is Saheli Patel. Saheli served on The Native Youth
Council her Junior and Senior year, she is Turtle Mountain Ojibwe. Her
post-graduation plans is to attend Carleton College next year, playing on the
women's soccer team, She is interested in studying film and environmental
studies.
Saheli’s advice for current or future high school students: Enjoy your high
school years by dedicating yourself to a passion (a sport, art, singing, etc.) as
well as school.
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The March Native Youth council meeting had a virtual tour of U of M twin cities in March. Future
meetings, held from 3:30-5 PM are scheduled for: April 13th, May 4th & 25th.
If you have questions or are interested in connecting or partnering with the American Indian Youth
Council, please reach out to Tasheena LaChapelle at tasheena.lachapelle@mpls.k12.mn.us. **Please
note that we are still looking for/accepting applications from students attending MPS high schools
not represented below including Washburn, Nawayee Center, Takoda Prep, Henry & others.

Elementary Culture & Language Groups
Elementary School Cultural Groups are currently offered at Bancroft, Pratt, Andersen, and Folwell.
Virtual cultural sessions are led by an Indian Education Department licensed teacher, Tasheena
LaChapelle. Learning topics include Seven Teachings, Pow Wow’s, Boarding Schools, Identity,
Traditional medicines and making medicine bags, while understanding the complexity of our history and
providing a virtual space for Native students to stay connected.

Middle School Culture & Language Groups
In group offerings continue to expand to additional Middle Schools. Please check out our Culture &
Language Group Google Site by clicking the link below. Topics to be covered in April include focused
support on social and emotional wellness of students returning to in person learning or staying in
distance learning. Transition strategies and open spaces for sharing will be made available for students
to connect with one another.
For references, schedule, and information about Middle School Culture & Language Groups please visit
our GOOGLE SITE by CLICKING HERE!

Save the Dates:
MPS 2021 Spring Powwow & Senior Honoring
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Saturday June 5th, 2021 is our tentative Spring
Powwow Date for MPS. It is being planned outdoors
and following guidelines per the district & state.
Districtwide American Indian Awareness & Family
Involvement Week
November 15-19, 2021
It’s never too early for schools to start planning!
Ojibwe Language Lodge for Students and Families
When: Every Thursday through June (Dates on poster to the right)
Time: 4:00 - 5:00pm
Google Meets Log In: https://meet.google.com/dvm-obqr-ain
Join by Phone: (US) +1 571-762-4947 PIN: 842 363 704#
The Ojibwe Language
Lodge takes place
weekly. We have enjoyed
connecting with families
during Language Lodge
and practicing the basics
of the Ojibwe language.
All are welcome to this
space to learn, laugh,
grow, have fun and honor
the Ojibwe language!
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Dakota Language Lodge for Students and Families
Launch Date: February 4th, 2021 & will be held every Thursday through May
Instructor: Reuben “Kitto” Stately
Time: 3:00 - 4:00pm
Google Meets Link to Join: meet.google.com/yrx-moyr-guw
Join by Phone: (US)+1 617-675-4444, PIN: 288 108 890 8791#

Weekly Dakota Language Lodge for all students and
families! Join us weekly on Thursdays from
3:00-4:00pm. All are welcome to the Dakota
Language Lodge, no matter if you are fluent in the
language or just beginning. Just come with an open
heart and mind
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“Connecting In” with American Indian Families
Monthly Meeting
When: Wednesday, April 21st, 2021
Time: 5:30-7:00 PM
Google Meet Log In: https://meet.google.com/ify-rrhi-zji
Join by Phone: (US) +1 570-701-4168 PIN: 910 489 784#
The “Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting was created to actively listen to
American Indian families experiences and feedback as we move through the 2020-2021 school year.
This is a virtual meeting space for American Indian families to access and share their thoughts, what's
working, what's not working, concerns, and challenges. District and school staff will also be present to
share relevant information regarding information for MPS families and community partners. Since the
“Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting started in October, Elementary, Middle
and Highschool Principals from some of MPS’ schools have attended, along with MPS Senior
Leadership. The Indian Education Director, Jennifer Simon also attends the monthly meetings.
The goal of “Connecting In” with American Indian Families monthly meetings is to have conversations
and agenda items guided by parent interests and priorities. If you have an agenda idea or would like
more information on a certain topic please send that to Christine Wilson, Indian Education Family
Engagement Specialist. We will try our best to have the topic featured at the upcoming meeting.
Future dates for this event will be the 3rd Wednesday of each month: 5/19

Seeking Our 2021 MPS Seniors!!
Although we are not sure if we will be able to be together in person and host our annual
honoring event for our graduating seniors, families and larger community, we would like to
recognize you in other ways for the years of determination and hard work you have put in to
earn your high school diploma. Please complete the form at the link below so that we can
recognize you virtually and watch your email for details from us of upcoming events that we
may be able to have (offering senior pictures to you, an outdoor powwow in June where we
will honor you), and other things we are hoping/thinking! MPS Seniors, please fill out the form
HERE:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FN2rjF2xq7ELik0zcb9rVpaz2RQkuICj7eAPwvlPsxA/edit
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Important Reminders:
✓ Update your contact information!
○ Now more than ever, it’s critical that families make sure your school and Indian

Education has your most recent contact information. Please make sure and call
your school if there are any changes to your child’s home address or your
phone number or email. You can also complete the form linked here to update
your contact information or add an email or phone number.

✓ Ensure you have completed the 506 Form (for ALL your children/students)

for eligibility to receive additional supports/programming offered by Indian
Education
○

○
○

MPS American Indian students who are either enrolled as a citizen of a
federally recognized tribe, OR have a parent OR grandparent qualify for
additional support from funding provided by the 1972 Indian Education Act.
This act was the landmark legislation establishing a comprehensive approach
to meeting the unique needs of American Indian and Alaska Native students.
This program is designed to provide additional resources to address the
unique cultural, language and educational related academic needs, including
preschool age children.
Please reach out to our department, to your school or to the Enrollment Office
for a 506 form.
Once the form is completed, you can give it to your school office and they will
assure it gets to our department. If you have questions or want a form
emailed to you, please reach out to: diana.leaskas@mpls.k12.mn.us or
indianed@mpls.k12.mn.us

✓ Johnson O'Malley Program (JOM) Funding
○ Purpose: To provide supplementary financial assistance to meet the unique
and specialized educational needs of American Indian children.
Johnson-O'Malley funds are not to take the place of federal, state or local
funds.
○ Eligible students must be a member of an American Indian tribe or Alaska
Native or be at least one-fourth (1/4) blood of a descendant of a member of
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an American Indian Tribe which is eligible for the special programs and
services provided by the United States.
For the student eligibility/certification form, visit the website here. This form
can be returned to our office along with the 506 form.

✓ Complete the Application for Educational Benefits
○ If you have not done so already, please complete your Application for
Educational Benefits form, which used to be called the “Free and Reduced
Lunch” form! In addition to no-cost meals for students and other benefits for
families, these applications generate almost $100 million in critical funding for
MPS and our schools.
○ Forms can be filled out online by following the link above and following the
instructions.

Office of the Ombudsperson
Mitchell Roldan, Director of the Ombudsperson
mitchell.roldan@mpls.k12.mn.us
612-668-0234
An ombudsperson is someone who listens to and investigates complaints
or concerns about an organization. The Office of the Ombudsperson can
assist families who have questions, concerns or complaints against MPS schools, programs,
offices, and staff. The Ombudsperson is a neutral party who does not take sides.
They work with families, community members, and MPS to investigate complaints, clarify and
resolve questions, and address concerns in an impartial and timely manner. The services of the
Ombudsperson are free. The Ombudsperson is an objective third-party whose goal is to work
with people who have a problem with MPS to find a solution.
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American Indian Family Support:
Districtwide Engagement, Indian Education & Special
Education
Amanda Dionne, Engagement, Education & Outreach
Specialist
Northern Cheyenne Tribe/Turtle Mountain
amanda.dionne@mpls.k12.mn.us I 612-986-3937 (Text or Call)
Questions, concerns, or looking to connect with District staff but
unsure where to start? Amanda Dionne is a resource within the
District to provide navigation and district wide engagement support
for American Indian families!

Christine Wilson, Family Engagement Specialist
White Earth Nation
Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
Want to learn more about how to get engaged with the Indian
Education Department? Christine Wilson is an expert in the district
wide support services in Indian Education. She is a key lead for several
initiatives including the American Indian Parent Advisory Committee
(AIPAC), American Indian Awareness & Family Involvement Week and
the Attendance work group.

Jennifer Weber, Indian Education’s Special Education District
Program Facilitator
Oklahoma Choctaw
Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us
Interested in culturally grounded support for Special Education at
Minneapolis Public Schools? Jennifer Weber provides direct support
and advocacy to American Indian Families and Students in Special
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Education. If you are a family with a student in Special Education and have questions, concerns,
or would like helpful information Jennifer Weber is a resource to help.

Jenny Mauricio, ECFE School Success Program Assistant
White Earth Nation
jenny.mauricio@mpls.k12.mn.us

and eventually in person.

Jenny started the position of School Success Program Assistant
with Early Childhood Family Education with MPS, working primarily
with students and families birth to age 5. If you have questions
about early child learning opportunities or the Parents of Tradition
class focused for American Indian families on Monday nights, Jenny
is the person for you! She is excited to meet/see new faces virtually

Counselors Corner: Jodi Burke and Tracy Burke
Please contact Tracy Burke or Jodi Burke, your Indian Education school counselors, if you or
your student has any questions, concerns or need for assistance with topics such as credits and
credit recovery, registration, graduation, scholarships and financial aid, transition to middle or
high school, career and college, grades/academics, social emotional support and more. We
look forward to hearing from you!
tracy.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
jodi.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
Google Classroom link: https://classroom.google.com/c/Njc4NTc0NjcxNzVa
For group link and announcements
Native Student Connections Group times:
Tuesdays: Henry 9:30-10 and Roosevelt 2:45-3:15
Wednesdays: Washburn 12:45-1:15
Fridays: Edison 11:55-12:35 and South 2:00-2:30
Use the link in the Google classroom to join!
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Scholarships
Hey Seniors!
Here are some upcoming scholarships to consider
American Indian Scholarship Database:
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/Native_American_Scholarship_Database.pdf
Page Grant Scholarship
www.page-ed.org
Ethel Curry Scholarship
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/indian/ethelcurry/
NEXT WEEK -Spring Break Academy is VIRTUAL!!
Spring Break Academy is a chance to recover credits from failed or N/C classes. Students have
the chance to take 2 classes during this week. Each class is worth .25 credit or a full quarter
credit, if all the required work is completed. Each class will be 1.5 hours long and it will meet
virtually. The main classes offered are English, Social Studies, Science and Math. This is a great
way to get back on track with credits. Deadline to sign-up is March 22 (space for some classes
may be limited). If you have questions or want to sign-up reach out to your school building
counselor OR to either of our Indian Education counselors: tracy.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us or
jodi.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
Who: 9th-12th
What: make-up failed or N/C credits that you have gotten in ANY quarter during high school
Where: Virtual Online
When: April 5-9
Time: 10-11:30am and 11:30-100pm (classes will be synchronous)

American Indian Affinity Group
This year we have started an American Indian/Alaska Native/First Nations/Native/Indigenous
Affinity group! If you are or know employees within Minneapolis Public schools or a contract
alternative school who identify as American Indian, please share this information. We are
asking those who identify as American Indian/Alaska Native/First Nations/etc to complete this
form so that we can create a contact list district wide. The form can be accessed here. We
believe this group will be a great space to connect and offer support to each other. This is
optional and open to all American Indian staff district wide. Want to learn more about MPS
Affinity groups? If so, go here: https://sites.google.com/mpls.k12.mn.us/mpsaffinitygroups
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MPS News/Events
MPS Has FREE food for ALL YOUTH
Whether they are in school or at home. All MPS students enrolled in in-person learning are
offered breakfast and lunch at school every day at no cost, and food boxes remain available for
pick-up to ensure that all youth have access to nutritious food. School meal boxes contain seven
breakfasts and seven lunches and meet Minneapolis Public Schools Culinary & Wellness
Services’ (MPS CWS) high standards for nutrition and quality ingredients. In every box,
children will find school favorites, whole grains, fresh fruits, and vegetables. Milk is offered
on the side, up to fourteen milk cartons per box.

●
●
●
●
●
●

All youth 18 & under can participate.
Youth do not need to be enrolled in MPS.
Youth, parents, or siblings can pick up one box per child, per week.
All sites are open Monday through Friday, most from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
2020-21 School Meal Box Pick-Up Locations, along with a map of these sites, can
be found at: cws.mpls.k12.mn.us/smb_locations
Please note that there will be no sites with extended hours.

Here is information if you are returning to in-person learning:
Eat with us! When children return to school this March , all students are invited to eat
breakfast and lunch at school every day at no cost. Our meals are safe, convenient, and
delicious. See link here for safety measures that schools are taking. Learn more.
MPS provides a home delivery service of our weekly school meal boxes for those with
medical or transportation reasons: link to apply. For questions, please call 612-668-2820
or contact us.
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Housing Assistance
If you have lost income due to COVID and are not in subsidized housing,
Hennepin County housing assistance may be available. To apply visit
https://www.mnhousing.gov/sites/np/covid19emergencyrentalassistance or call
612-302-3160 for more information. If you are not eligible for these funds, your
school may have other eviction prevention funds available. For more information,
contact your school social worker. If you need help getting connected with your
school social worker, call the main office at your school. Thank you.

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) is Seeking American Indian
Families!
SEAC is a district wide parent advisory council that meets the requirements of the Minnesota
statute. The SEAC (our) vision statement is that all children regardless of their abilities will
achieve an academic functional and social education in the Minneapolis Public schools from
birth through transition stage to maximize their life choices and opportunities. SEAC’s
mission is to increase involvement and add the informed perspective of parents and families
of children with disability in the making and implementation of district policies. Meetings
take place on the first Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00pm.
Next Meeting Date: Thursday, April 1st, 2021
Time: 6:30-8:00pm
Meeting Agenda and link to join can be found here. For more information contact: Jennifer
Weber by email at Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us or visit the SEAC Website.

Minneapolis Public Schools is Now on Youtube!
Subscribe today to the MPS YouTube Channel where families, students and staff can get the
latest MPS news, school tours, resources and much more! This is also where we share
unique stories about changemakers in the MPS community; our ongoing video series like
"Somos MPS" and "MPS Neighborhood," and student-made content. Once you subscribe to
the MPS YouTube Channel you’ll have the option to receive notifications when new content
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is posted.
If you are not on social media (ie. Facebook) finding us on YouTube may be a helpful
alternative staying up to date with current events at MPS. You can find all of our Family
Resource videos, Back to School and School Site information videos can be found here.

Coffee and Conversation with our Special Education
Liaison within Indian Education
Future dates are: Fridays, 10:00-11:00 AM on April 16th, May 7th and June 4th at . Please
add to your calendars & join in on the conversation! For more information contact: Jennifer
Weber by email at Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us

“Gathered Voices”

Join us every Monday when school is in session for a
morning cleansing (smudge), storytelling and
announcements for the week. We want to create a
virtual space for our school community, families and
students to start the week off in a good way!!
Last month's featured guests were Govinda Budrow
joined by her mother Babette Sandman and author
Tanagidan To Win Tara. You can find the videos on our
Facebook page MPS Indian Education. Stay tuned for
more featured guests this month including David Stier
who will be sharing some Dakota teachings with us.
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Sharing Stories with Indian Education ~
LIVE on our MPS Indian Education Facebook page every
school day @ 10:30 AM

What’s Up Wednesdays!
The purpose of What’s Up Wednesday is to provide weekly MPS District updates that directly impact
American Indian students and families. What’s Up Wednesday is a virtual space to directly engage with
families and have a platform for students and
families to leave comments with questions.
We also recognize all of our American Indian
students who are celebrating a birthday for
the week so tune in and make sure we have
your child/student on our list!!!
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Attendance Matters!! Make sure you are checking in
with your school everyday!

We want you here! In partnership with many community agencies in Minneapolis, the American
Indian Education Department recognizes the importance of school success for our Native
students. Being at (logging into) school increases the chances of success for our students so
we highlight and recognize students who are maintaining good attendance. Watch future
newsletters for details!

Spring Newsletter 2020-21
Thursday, April 1

Volume 1: Issue 8

Parents of Tradition with MPS Early Childhood & Family
Education (ECFE) Department
In collaboration with Indian Education, ECFE offers Parents of Tradition Class that focuses on early
childhood through an Indigenous lens. POT creates space and time to connect with other parents in
the community!
A sense of identity is a strong foundation for
American Indian children’s educational journey.
The Parents of Tradition Program offers our
families the opportunity to gain knowledge about
traditional parenting skills that work within their
contemporary lifestyles.
Classes include group activities with a licensed
early childhood teacher and a parent educator who
follows American Indian parenting curriculum. If
you would like to join the Parents of Tradition
class, please contact: Jenny Mauricio @
jenny.mauricio@mpls.k12.mn.us or Christine
Wilson @ 612-668-0108 and leave a message.
Dates of remaining classes: Mondays through June
7th. Classes meet from 5:30 - 7:00 PM on these
evenings. Call for more details.
Join with Google Meet:
meet.google.com/nnq-kztu-ngu Or Join by phone:
(US) +1 415-723-2752 (PIN: 955693712)
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Program Support, Updates & Events
From our Community Partners
Please see their websites linked below for more information.
Division of Indian Work including a community food shelf, academic support programming and
other programs.
Migizi Communications - including Indigenous Pathways and academic support including tutoring
for grades 9-12th graders as other opportunities.
Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC) - Golden Eagles Program offering help with school
work, Cultural Language & Arts Network with weekly drum and dance, hoops, health & healing,
language tables, family fun nights, and others….
Native American Community Clinic (NACC)- COVID19 testing, cultural programming & an Elder in
Residence, diabetes group, overall health including mental health and many other health initiatives
Indian Health Board (IHB) - COVID19 testing, cultural programming, a monthly Youth Circle,
Mental health support and many other offerings.
Little Earth Residents Association (LERA) - specifically for residents of the housing community
(approximately 300 MPS students) that offer support, programs and resources for MPS students
and families
Indigenous Peoples Task Force - offers programs such as youth education through theater,
asemaa/tobacco programs, A ‘teaching garden’, a Water walk, and other traditional, housing and
HIV programs
Hennepin County Libraries - Hennepin County Library extends programs and services directly into
communities through Community-Embedded Library Service (CELS). The model seeks collective
impact and looks for key partnership opportunities, including partnerships with other Hennepin
County or nonprofit organization initiatives, and develops strategies around assets in the
community.
Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center (MIWRC) -

Lets Connect!
Facebook - MPS Indian Education
Indian Education Website
Update Contact Information
MPS YouTube Channel

Wishing you and your family health, wellness and blessings as you begin the
8th month of this school year!!

