
I am happy to welcome you to an-

other school year at Minneapolis Pub-

lic Schools.  Whether your student is 

new to MPS or a returning student,  

we are happy that you have chosen 

Minneapolis Public Schools for your 

child.     

 

The beginning of the school year can 

bring a great deal of excitement and 

activity as students settle into new 

classrooms or new schools and get 

acquainted with new teachers.  This is 

a busy time for everyone, but we hope 

it is a positive time as well.  We hope 

that this year will provide excellent 

experiences for students to learn and 

for families to be involved with their 

child‟s education.   

This newsletter is the first of several 

that you will receive this year to keep 

you informed about developments re-

garding Indian Education.  It is an op-

portunity for us to share information 

on different activities or opportunities 

and keep you up to date on informa-

tion you might need to know.   

We hope this will be a way for parents 

and families to stay connected with 

Indian Education and with MPS.  

 

Please contact our office at (612)668-

0610 if you need assistance with your 

child‟s school or have questions about 

what support Indian Education can of-

fer to our student.   

-Danielle Grant, Director of Indian Education 

FROM THE DIRECTOR:  WELCOME TO 2011-2012! 

Urban Indian Partnership: Niwiidookadaadimin  

  In 2006 Minneapolis 

Public Schools (MPS) and 

the Metropolitan Urban 

Indian Directors signed a 

landmark agreement that 

sought to improve the 

education of the dis-

trict‟s American Indian 

students. The memo ac-

knowledged that 

“educational failure has 

condemned generations 

of Indian people to pov-

erty and diminished life 

opportunities.” Some of 

that failure is deeply 

rooted in past practices 

of forcing American In-

dian children to attend 

boarding schools, with 

the aim of assimilation by 

stripping them of their 

language, culture, and 

spirituality.   

As part of the agree-

ment, the district cre-

ated three Indigenous 

Best Practice schools 

that emphasize Native 

culture and languages 

along with academics 

(Anishinabe, Anne Sulli-

van Middle School, and 

All Nations at South 

High School). Though 

much progress had been 

made through the agree-

ment, the changes were 

not making a significant 

impact on academic per-

formance. That‟s when 

Dr. Bernadeia Johnson, 

then Chief Academic 

Officer of MPS, who has 
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since become Superintendent of Schools,  reached 

out to Dr. Jennifer McComas, Professor of Special 

Education, College of Education and Human Devel-

opment (CEHD), Department of Educational Psy-

chology at the University of Minnesota, seeking as-

sistance and the professor‟s expertise in methods 

for improving academic achievement.  

As a result of Dr. Johnson‟s efforts, a new Urban 

Indian Education Partnership (UIEP) was formed in 

2009 between the CEHD, MPS and the MPS Indian 

Education Department. The UIEP has been working 

tirelessly over the past two years to integrate cul-

tural and western knowledge to improve American 

Indian student outcomes.  The Principals of Learn-

ing (POL‟s), a MPS instructional framework that 

guides instruction across the district and a culturally 

integrated version of the POL‟s, the Seven Ways of 

Knowing is used to guide instruction in the class-

room.  The UIEP is seeing positive academic results 

when teachers integrate cultural elements and chal-

lenging academics.   

 

As partners in the UIEP, we have the honor of ob-

serving teachers as they explore using the Seven 

Ways of Knowing in their classrooms.  Research 

has shown that American Indian children are 

academically successful when cultural knowl-

edge is integrated into classroom learning. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, we are highlighting 

Laura Yost-Manthey, English teacher at South High 

School‟s All Nations program and her work.  Laura 

has been a teacher in Minneapolis Public Schools for 

close to 18 years.  When asked what she believes 

the addition of the Seven Ways of Knowing frame-

work is doing in her classroom, Yost-Manthey re-

plied: “I see it as being the entry to caring about 

school and evolving as a person and scholar which 

inspires the inner genius in a deeper way.  All of a 

sudden there is a companion ability – to share with 

others, with text, and with self.  This allows drama 

to be replaced with learning and focus, and this 

nourishes the mind and body.”  She likens students 

to icebergs – as teachers we are taught to focus on 

what we see, showing students what to learn and 

how to do achieve it.  By guiding students to focus on 

the unseen, they filter the learning through their 

knowing and it sticks.  As Yost-Manthey says, “We‟re 

growing kids to become more enlightened.  Once 

they get there, we need to feed the students because 

they‟re ready for more.” 

 

In addition to her continued focus on academically 

rigorous instruction, Yost-Manthey plans to incorpo-

rate the use of the Ojibwe language into her class-

room.  She also hopes to invite community Elders and 

guest speakers to assist in supplementing and solidify-

ing concepts in the texts students are using and to 

assist her in her work. 

 

Yost-Manthey suggested teachers read Fools Crow by 

Thomas E. Mails and Grandfather by Tom Brown Jr. to 

guide a teachers understanding of the Seven Ways of 

Knowing. 

                                  

By Ida Downwind and Odia Wood-Krueger 

 Niwiidookadaadimin  (Continued from page 1) 
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Native American Family Involvement Day:   

November 17th 
 

November 17th is Native American Family Involvement 

Day.  This is a Minneapolis Public School District wide cele-

bration of the contributions of American Indians to our 

school district. It is a day set aside for Native American fami-

lies to celebrate and support their student‟s academic efforts 

and a chance to see the school day in action.  Events planned 

are as individual as the schools supporting NAFID so call 

your student‟s school to see how they plan to help celebrate 

Native families‟ involvement in education.  This is your 

chance, parents, to walk through your student‟s school and 

meet the principal and teachers and be seen and supportive 

of your child‟s efforts in education! 



 On May 25th families, community, 

school staff and district guests came 

together at the Zurah Shrine Center 

to honor our 2011 American Indian 

graduates. Of our sixty-seven gradu-

ates, thirty two seniors and their 

families  attended this year‟s cele-
bration. Graduates represented all 

seven Minneapolis High Schools, as 

well as Alternative programs such as 

American Indian OIC, Center 

School, and Menlo Park.  

 

Danielle Grant, Director of Indian 

Education, welcomed families and 

guests. Ida Downwind, also from the 

Indian Education department, was 

kind enough to offer the blessings 

for the evening. A nice catered din-

ner followed. Erin Glynn, Associate 

Superintendent of Minneapolis Pub-

lic Schools, was a featured speaker 

of the evening. Veronic Briggs, a 

2011 graduate of Roosevelt High 

School was the student speaker.  

During the evening‟s events, Stepha-

nie Volante, Office Manager of In-

dian Education, was kind enough 

to offer her services as a photog-

rapher. She took beautiful por-

traits of graduates and families.  

 

Indian Education provided stu-

dents with certificates, 5x7 por-
traits, beautiful sashes made by 

Anne Smith, journey feathers, as 

well as one of two Native books. 

 

Johnson O‟Malley programs pro-

vided graduates with $100 gift 

cards for Northland Visions. Cen-

ter School and Oyate Toekay 

Singers sang a honor song for the 

graduates, as well as other songs. 

This event was made possible by 

the generosity of the Shakopee 

Mdewakanton Tribe.  

 

It was a truly memorable night and 

we closed the evening with guests 

offering a traditional handshake to 

each graduate.  We are so proud 

of all of our graduates!   
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We can help. 
Child and Teen Checkups 

is for anyone aged 20 and 

younger who is enrolled in 

Medical Assistance or 

MinnesotaCare. Our staff 

work with you to get you 

connected to the services you 

need to 

stay healthy. 

612-348-

5131 
Child and Teen 

Checkups Hennepin 

County 

Under 21? 

Need health 

care? 

Indian Education Honors 67 American Indian 

Graduates of the Class of 2011 
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Credits and Staying on Track  

to Graduate 
 

Minneapolis 

students need 

to pass the 

MCA-Grad 

tests, com-

plete „My Life 

Plan‟ and earn 

64.5 credits in 

order to 

graduate.  

That means 

that students must earn 16-17 credits per year (in re-

quired courses) in order to be on track to graduate. 

 

It‟s important for students and families to connect with 

their school counselor early each year to make sure stu-

dents are on track for graduation or that a plan is in place 

for credit make up as needed.  Most seniors say they wish 

they had worked harder in 9th and 10th grade.  Making up 

any missed credits NOW will make your senior 

year a lot less stressful!!!!! 

 

 

ACT Information 

The ACT college entrance exam is required for students 

going directly to a 4-year college.  Juniors and seniors stu-

dents should take the ACT at least once, even if they are 

unsure of their plans after high school.  Students should 

consider taking the test in the spring of their junior year 

or in the fall of their senior year.  Students on free/

reduced lunch can request a fee waiver from their high 

school counselor prior to registering for the ACT.  The 

ACT- with writing exam fee is $49.50 with scores sent to 

up to four colleges (additional colleges requiring additional 

fees).  Registration packets are available from the high 

school counselor or career center or students can apply 

online at http://www.actstudent.org/regist/index.html . 

  

This year’s ACT dates are: 

October 22, 2011 register by Sept. 16  

December 10, 2011 register by Nov. 4 

February 11, 2012 register by Jan. 13  

April 14, 2012 register by March 9 

June 9, 2012 register by May 4 

Save Money and Earn College Credit 

While in High School 
 

 

We 

know 

the 

benefits 

of a col-

lege 

educa-

tion, yet college costs keep going up making college 

seem out of reach to many students. What if your stu-

dent could earn one to two years of free college credits 

while she/he was still in high school?  Think of the sav-

ings! 

 

Many programs are offered that allow students to earn 

high school and college credit at the same time.  Below 

are available options you can review with your student, 

keep in mind, that schools may require a GPA (grade 

point average) minimum to be in these programs. 

 

AP (Advanced Placement) 

 College level courses usually offered to 11th and 

12th graders in a variety of subjects 

 Students take AP exams in May 

 Scores of a 3 (out of a possible 5) can earn students 

college credit, but some colleges may require a higher 

score (check with college admissions office) 

 

CIS (College in the Schools) 

 College courses for 11th and 12th graders taught at 

the high school in collaboration with a local college 

 Course offerings vary, see your high school course 

registration handbook 

 College credit is earned upon successful completion 

and passing of course 

 

 

 

2011-12 College Tuition Rates 

(not including room/board or books/supplies) 

Mpls. Community College   $5,192 

St. Cloud State       $7,100 

University of MN Twin Cities         $13,062 

Augsburg     $30,440 

English  12 credits (4 years) 
Social Studies 12 credits (4 years) 

Math    9 credits (3 years) 

Science    9 credits (3 years) 

Fine Arts   3 credits (1 year) 

Health    3 credits (1 year) 

Phy. Ed.      3 credits (1 year) 

Electives  13.5 credits 

Counselor’s Corner - Tami Johnson, licensed school counselor 

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/index.html


Thinking About Going to  

College Outside of MN? 

 
Students thinking about going to college outside of 

Minnesota, need to consider a few things first.  Tui-

tion rates are higher for students attending college 

outside of their home state (usually 2 to 3 times the 

cost of the in-state resident tuition rate) and you will 

lose any MN State Grant money offered in your finan-

cial aid package.  Here are some programs that can 

help ease the extra cost of going out of state: 

 

Reciprocity- MN has a tuition agreement with 

North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin and 

Manitoba where by students can attend college at 

nearly the cost of attending a similar college in MN.  

Students must apply for Reciprocity by going to 

http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/hesod/reciprocity/

apply1.cfm 

  

Midwest Student Exchange Program- MN resi-

dents are eligible for reduced tuition at a limited num-

ber of Midwest public and private schools and pro-

grams of study in Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, 

Nebraska, and Wisconsin.  Students pay up to 150 

percent of the resident tuition rate (which is still be-

low the non-resident rate) at participating public 

schools or receive a 10 percent reduction in tuition 

at participating private schools. 

 

American Indian/Minority Tuition Waivers- In 

addition to the University of MN-Morris, check out 

other colleges with waivers or reduced tuition rates 

like Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado; Has-

kell University in Lawrence, Kansas; and North Da-

kota State Colleges and Universities. 
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IB (International Baccalaureate)  

 IB is a 2 year pre-college diploma program that is 

offered to 11th and 12th graders (9th and 10th graders can 

be in pre-IB courses) 

 Students can take challenging courses in any of 6 

subject areas (English, Science, Math, Social Studies, Arts 

and World Language) 

 IB exams are scored from 1-7 with 4 being a passing 

score, but some colleges may require a higher score to 

earn college credit (check with college admissions office) 

IB standards are international, so credits can transfer to 

colleges outside the U.S. 

 

CLEP (College Level Examination Program) 

 Students can take CLEP exams in subject areas in 

which they have had advanced coursework/experience 

 CLEP exams are offered at the U of MN and St. Paul 

College 

 Exam fee is $77 and testing centers can charge an 

additional $15 or more for test center fees 

Colleges accept CLEP exams for a variety of courses, 

check with the college your student wishes to attend to 

see which exams are honored and what score is re-

quired 

 

PSEO (Post Secondary Enrollment Options)/

Concurrent Enrollment 

 PSEO allows 11th and 12th graders to take college 

courses at a college (books are provided at no cost) 

 Students must apply to the college, meet their PSEO 

entrance requirements AND complete a PSEO form 

with their high school counselor to ensure the courses 

meet high school graduation requirements 

 Student‟s high school schedule is altered to allow 

student to take classes at the college 

Students must get their own transportation to their 

PSEO college 

    College and high school credit is earned when col-

lege course is completed with a passing grade 

 

Exposing students to these options while still in high 

school makes the transition to college easier and 

college a more accessible place.   Contact your stu-

dent’s counselor to discuss these options further. 

Counselor’s Corner -  continued 

http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/hesod/reciprocity/apply1.cfm
http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/hesod/reciprocity/apply1.cfm


found under tab entitled 

“Parents.”  

 Attend family nights or school 

events a few times throughout 

the school year. Students love to 

show their families the work that 

they have done in school! 

 Find out more information and 

register for a Connecting Parent 

to Educational Opportunities 

(CPEO) session with the Indian 

Education Department‟s Family 

Engagement Coordinator at 612-

668-0612 

 Ask the school if there is a Parent 

Council or Parent Leader Organi-

zation at your child‟s school. If 

you are unable to fully commit to 

the council, develop a relation-

ship to the parent leaders who 

coordinate the group to stay on 

top of information at school and 

at the district level.  

 Ask your kids how their day was 

at school and ask them every sin-

gle day about their homework. If 

you are having trouble help-

ing your child with their 

homework, connect to 

their teacher or explore 

community resources for 

possible tutors or program-

ming.  

 Identify what talents or gifts 

your child has and find ways 

to support them. 

 Have a quiet, dedicated 

space for your child to do 

homework at home that is 

well stocked with school 

supplies. 

 
By Deanna StandingCloud-Green 

Easy ways to be involved in your child’s education 

Parents want what is best for 

their children. They envision 

their kids having a life of well-

ness and success. Part of achiev-

ing this is for them to receive a 

solid education. In order for 

your child to get that good edu-

cation, parents, grandparents, 

guardians, and the community 

must be involved!  

 

Here are a few simple strategies 

you can use as a parent be in-

volved and be empowered. 

 

 Find out the name of your 

child‟s teacher and commu-

nicate with them frequently. 

Many teachers prefer to be 

contacted via email because 

of instructional time or prep 

time, but feel free to call the 

school to leave a message 

with them. 

 Register for the Parent Por-

tal using the MPS website, 
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CPEO (Connecting Parents to Educational Opportunities)  

Schedule for 2011-2012 

*These sessions are designed especially for American Indian Families 

 

SOUTH HIGH – September 13th to October 25th 2011 

SANFORD MIDDLE – January 9th to February 23rd 2012 

ANISHINABE/SULLIVAN – April 17th to May 29th 2012 

ANDERSEN UNITED – April 18th to May 30th 

For more information contact Deanna StandingCloud-Green at 612 668-0612 or Deanna.StandingCloud@mpls.k12.mn.us 



Did you know that data 

shows that good school 

attendance is more im-

portant for American 

Indian students than for 

other groups? Last year‟s 

MPS data shows that 75% 
of American Indian stu-

dents who attended 

school at least 90% of 

the time were on track 

to graduate.  However, 

of students who at-

tended less than 90% of 

the time, only 40% were 

on track to graduate. 

Our goal is that your stu-

dent is in school 95% 

percent of the time.  

That still allows for 8 

missed days per year.  

Last year, only 34% of 

American Indian stu-

dents in MPS made this 

goal.   

When students miss 

school, they risk falling 

behind academically and 

socially and may start to 

feel uncomfortable com-

ing to school; feeling like 

they don‟t fit in. If a stu-

dent misses one day a 

week from when they 

enter kindergarten, by the 

time that child enters the 

10th grade, they will have 

missed two years of 

school!  

 

Students can‟t learn if they 
aren‟t in school.  Let‟s all 

make it a priority to get 

our kids to school every 

day.  If there is something 

Indian Education can do 

to support your student‟s 

attendance, please let us 

know how we can help. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE!  

Page 7 

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 1  

 
 Tips for improving attendance/tardiness:  

Know your start time.  

Set the alarm clock at night (your child can help with this!).  

Use quiet evening time to prepare for school the next day.  

Avoid watching T.V. or playing video games in the morning or late at 

night.  

Allow extra time to get ready for school to avoid being rushed.  

How to Help Your Child Catch 

their ZZZ’s:  

Try to go to bed at the same time 

every night. That helps the body get 

into a routine.  

Follow a bedtime routine that is calm-

ing such as taking a warm bath or read-

ing.  

Limit foods and drinks that contain 

caffeine. Those include sodas and other 

drinks. Hot chocolate would be great!  

Think twice about having a T.V. in your 

child‟s room. Research shows that kids 

who have a T.V. in their rooms sleep 

less.  

Be careful of what your children watch 

before going to bed. Scary T.V. movies 

or shows can make it hard to fall 

asleep.  

 

 
 Establish the time that your student 

is to arrive at school or at the bus stop 

10-15 minutes ahead of time. That way, 

if there is a last minute bathroom trip, 

lost homework, etc., time is already 

built into your schedule to allow for 

the delay.  



807 NE Broadway, Room 005   

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55413-2398  

Phone: 612 668-0610 

Fax: 612 668-0615 

E-mail: IndianEd@mpls.k12.mn.us 

M P S  I N D I A N  E D U C A T I O N   

this through professional 

development opportunities 

for teachers, but also 

through one-on one relation-

ships.  Our teacher on spe-

cial assignment works with 

several school teams. 

Support for Family In-

volvement:  Indian Educa-

tion provides resources and 

support for Native American 

Family Involvement Day in 

November, but also for 

other opportunities through-

out the year, like Connecting 

Parents to Educational Op-

portunities and parent cir-

cles.   

Advocacy for Families:  If 

a Native student is having a 

problem at their school, their 

Indian Education provides 

many services for Native 

students and families within 

MPS.  Just a few of the differ-

ent roles we play are: 

Resources:  Indian Educa-

tion provides resources, like 

school supplies, and student 

activity fees to Native stu-

dents in Minneapolis public 

Schools.  We require that 

students have a 506 form 

completed and on file in our 

office. Funds are extremely 

limited in 2011-12. 

Support for Instruction:  

Indian Education works with 

teachers and schools to help 

them become more familiar 

with the best ways for Native 

students to learn.  We do 

parents can contact Indian 

Education and we will work 

with you to get your issue 

resolved.   

Support for the Memoran-

dum of Agreement:  Indian 

Education works with the 

School Board, school district 

administration and the Native 

community to implement the 

ideas of the MOA.  Together 

we are working to make the 

district a better place for Na-

tive students to learn and 

achieve.   

Financial Support for Pro-

grams:  Indian Education 

provides financial support for 

the school programs at An-

ishinabe Academy and South 

High School All Nations. 

WHAT DOES INDIAN EDUCATION DO? 

 The mission of Minneapolis Public Schools Indian 

Education Program is to improve Native student 

achievement, retention and graduation rates 

through academically rigorous, culturally responsive 

instruction, family and student engagement and 

collaborative partnerships with community.  

http://
indianed.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 


