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Anpetu Waste’....Boozhoo….Greetings from the

American Indian
Education Department
Our Mission: To support and strengthen increased educational outcomes for

American Indian students by promoting culturally responsive instruction, family and
student engagement and partnerships with MPS departments, schools and the
broader community.

Our Vision: A
 merican Indian students are empowered to reach their full potential
through educational experiences that value their cultural identities.

March

Istawichayazan Wi (Dakota) I Onaabani-giizis ( Ojibwe)
Translations: Sore Eyes Moon | Hard Crust on the Snow Moon

Important Upcoming MPS Dates:
● March 6th: Virtual Live Q&A for In-person Learning for Grades
6-12 and Transition Plus
● March 9th: Deadline to complete survey for either in person or
continued distant learning for students in 6th-12th
● April 5th-9th: Spring Break Academy for highschool students
needing credit recovery (failed a course in the past) grades
9-12th
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+96

NO SCHOOL
● March 29th - April 2nd: NO CLASSES FOR 6TH-12TH
GRADERS, Teacher Prep Week for back in person learning.
● April 2nd: No school for ALL grades, teacher record keeping day
● April 5th-9th: SPRING BREAK FOR ALL

March 2021 Issue At-A-Glance ( Click on link to take you to that section)
-Monthly Birthday Shout Outs for Our Students!!
-MPS Comprehensive District Design Impacts and Placements for 2021-2022 School Year
-Grades 6-12 and Transition Plus have Option To Start In-Person Learning
-Saturday, March 6: Virtual Live Q&A for In-person Learning for Grades 6-12 and Transition Plus
-American Indian Parent Advisory Committee (AIPAC) Meetings
-MPS Indian Education American Indian Youth Council/Ogichida Oyate 2020-21 Updates
-Elementary Culture & Language Groups
-Middle School Culture & Language Groups
-Save the Dates! MPS 2021 Spring Powwow & Districtwide American Indian Family Involvement &
Awareness Week
-Ojibwe Language Lodge for Students and Families
-Dakota Language Lodge for Students and Families
-“Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting
-Seeking Our 2021 MPS Seniors!!
-Important Reminders
-Governor Walz Announces Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) Due North Education Plan
-Counselors Corner with Jodi and Tracy Burke
-Office of Ombudsperson, Office of Engagement and Community Relations, Early Childhood Family
Engagement and Special Education direct contact
-American Indian Family Support: Districtwide Engagement, Indian Education & Special Education
& Early Child & Family Education (ECFE)
-MPS News/Events
-Coffee and Conversation with Special Education Specialist within Indian Education
-Gathered Voices - Join us weekly on Monday mornings 10 AM
-Sharing Stories with Indian Education: Daily at 10:30 AM on Facebook Live ‘MPS Indian Education’
-Whats Up Wednesday! With Indian Education and Office of Engagement
-Attendance Matters!
-Parents of Tradition with Early Childhood Family Education

Winter Newsletter 2020-21
Monday, March 1

Volume 1: Issue 7

-Seeking American Indian Alumni of Minneapolis Public Schools (MPS)
-Program Support, Updates & Events From our Community Partners
-Lets Connect!  - please make sure your address is up to date with the district, each family can
expect a ‘special delivery’ from MPS Indian Education this month!!!!

March Birthday Shoutouts for Our Students!!
Charles Connors
Shawn Bellanger
Kennedy Carter
Wyndessa Davis
Ehoni Wagar-Norcross
Tavian Willard
Juliah Tail
Jayla Larson
Taesen Guidry
Andrea Kegg
Kimarie Stillday
Izabelle Bird Horse
Jaiza Bresette
Billy Campbell
Ariyanni Whipple-Tucker
Dominicio Maciel
Nathen Pemberton
Rolland Moose
Leo Gonzalez
Ayannah Armstrong
Faith Conklin
Cruz Rubio-Onofre
Ian Bonilla
Daniel Mcclellan
Carlina Vilas Harvat
Maximus Lewis
Marissa Eagle
Tamia Rodriguez
Kailani Lawrence
Ericka Vanegas
Ethan Hill
Wakan Austin
Malique Kugmeh
Kalvin Whitebull
Avery Wind
Marianna Heisler-Ramirez
Jonathan Beaulieu
Waabigwan Moose
Joseph Jackson Briggs
Joseph Santana
Mohammed Omar
Anthony Bondeson

Michael Garcia
Douglas Geshick
Raja Fair
Liam Skully
Aaliyah Hanks-Obeng
Dennislee Boswell
Sundance Bellecourt
Kimimila Oakgrove Torres
Juliana Jimenez-Howard
Sequoia Stafford
Lakota Birdhorse
Azaleah Murphy
Graelyn Booker
Titan Day-Stone
Michael Willard
Muck-Wa Roberts
Gracee Hanson
Brookston Melody
Danaycia Roberts
Sheyenne Campbell
Romeo Howard
Shannon Strong
Sayah Feather
Renae Anderson
Charleen Lewis
Nina Potter
Sean Thunder
Raphael Rodriguez
Charles Trevino
Aiyanna Syverson
Angel Roberts
Jada Morrow
Jamie Wilson
Marissa Joseph
Johan Ellis-Sanchez
Corrie Jackson
Rose Hamid
Victor Vega
Destin Capers
Victor Cortes
Eva Smokey
Joseph White

Wanikiya Bearnose
Calon Hatchett
Zachariah Abdullah
Ciara Barrett
Alicia Flores-Castro
Morgan Russette
Henry Baird
Iliyah Lawrence
Sophia Morris
Sarai Ware
Jeremiah Jones
Jose Valenzuela-Mountain
Chloe Nagel
Na’Vera Campbell
Angelica Schoenborn
Oshay Johnson
Joycee Hanson
Loucia Villagomez
Khloe Krulikosky
Michael Metoxen-Jackson
Alizalaya Sanchez-Thunder Hawk
Alayana Vaulters
Amaliya Rogers
Elayna Rodriguez
Jacob Lewis
Diamond Valencia-Wiyaka
Leonna Kier
Aaleah Ruiz
Shiloh Gillam
German Becerra
Sherette Scheer
Donovan Donnell
Xavier Fasthorse
Aiyana Sorensen-Rosebud
Eric Turner
Dillon Lepisto
Javier Heisler-Ramirez
Lania Beaulieu
Evan Fasthorse
Jeffrey Lussier
La’Montae Jackson-White
Anessa Hicks
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Aztec Birdhorse-Santiago

MPS Comprehensive District Design Impacts and
Placements for 2021-2022 School Year
In May 2020 MPS Board of Education voted in favor of the Comprehensive District Design, also
known as the CDD, recommendations. The Comprehensive District Design is Minneapolis Public
Schools’ bold vision and plan for how our large, urban school district will deliver on its commitment
to ensuring that all students–regardless of their background, zip code, and personal needs–receive
a high-quality, well-rounded education that prepares them for future success.
As we continue to move towards implementation of the CDD we want to ensure all families know
that grade reconfigurations or staff moves will go into effect in the fall of 2021. The CDD will have
an impact for all families within the District. Whether it is your student transitioning to a new
school or a friend or even a family member it will have an effect on all.
In late 2020, most families with students in grades PreK-8 should have received an update about
their child’s school assignment for the 2021-22 school year based on Comprehensive District
Design (CDD) changes in school programs and boundaries. Current high school students are not
impacted by these changes next year. If you have not received information, please contact your
child’s school directly and someone should be able to help.
On February 7th, 2021 MPS closed our annual School Request Season. Which is the time of year
when families with children ready to begin High Five or Kindergarten, or students who wish to
change schools, can submit a request for school for the following school year. Families who
participate in the School Request Season will have the best chance of placement at their
top-requested school. As noted in messages sent to families, parents of currently enrolled students
in grades H5-8th did not need to submit a request if you would like to attend the school assigned
to you as part of the Comprehensive District Design (CDD) transition.
If your family participated in this year's annual School Request Season by submitting a school
request form you should receive the placement letter for your students 2021-2022 school in
mid-March.
Questions or concerns about your CDD assigned school? Would you like to connect with someone
in Minneapolis Public Schools administration? Amanda Dionne is a contact within the district that
can help provide support to American Indian families. She can be reached at (e)
amanda.dionne@mpls.k12.mn.us or (p) 612-986-3937 (call or text). Student Placement Services is
also a department that will support families through this process and provide regular updates. Visit
the Student Placement website for contact details.
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Grades 6-12 and Transition Plus have Option To Start
In-Person Learning
Let us know if you plan to return to in-person learning. MPS continues to plan for a return to in-person
learning for students in grades 6-12 and Transition Plus for families comfortable with that choice.
Distance learning will also continue for families who would prefer that for their students.
Registration is required to indicate your family's preference for in-person or distance learning when
Phase 5 begins. Phase 5 in-person learning will be available as follows:
●

●

●

March 22: For high school students receiving Special Education services in citywide Federal
Setting III programs and at River Bend Educational Center. Portions of Transition Plus and
Harrison programming will also begin.
Week of April 12: For all students in Grades 9-12 and Transition Plus, including students
receiving Special Education services and specialized programming; also available for students
in Grades 6-8 who receive Special Education services in a Federal Setting III Citywide
Program and at River Bend and Metro Programs at Wilder. Grade 9 returns April 12; grades
10-12 return April 13.
Week of April 19: For all students in Grades 6-8. Grade 6 returns April 19; grades 7-8 return
April 20.

Please complete the 2
 020-21 In-Person/Distance Learning Registration Form for each of your
students in grades 6-12, as well as Transition Plus, by March 9 to indicate your choice of in-person or
distance learning for each child. You can change your responses until registration closes on March 9
by submitting a new form. Your most recent response is the one that will be recorded.
If you do not complete the form, your student(s) will automatically be placed in in-person learning and
receive communication accordingly with dates and next steps. If you need assistance completing this
form, please contact your school or our district communication center at 612.668.0000.
Until Phase 5 in-person learning is available, schools will notify some students if they are eligible for
Phase 3 in-person supports beginning in early March. No registration is necessary for Phase 3 and
schools will contact eligible students directly. Additionally, grades PreK-5 will remain in their
preferred learning format.
An extensive Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) resource is available on our website. We know this is
not an easy choice for our families.

Saturday, March 6: Virtual Live Q&A for In-person
Learning for Grades 6-12 and Transition Plus
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Please join MPS Superintendent Ed Graff and other MPS leaders in a live, online Q&A event to answer
your questions about students in grades 6-12 and Transition Plus returning to in-person learning.
The first part of the program will outline the health and safety practices that will be in place to safely
welcome students back into schools. This will be followed with a live Q&A with MPS leaders.
How to watch and participate: This is a live virtual program you can watch online. To watch and
submit questions live online, visit this web page on S
 aturday, February 6, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
. (The program and Q&A will be recorded and posted on this same site at a later date.)

American Indian Parent Advisory Committee (AIPAC)
Meetings
Every school district with 10 or more A
 merican Indian students enrolled are required by Minnesota
Statutes to establish an American Indian education parent advisory committee. Commonly referred to
as American Indian Parent Advisory Committees (AIPAC), this committee serves in an advisory role and
helps ensure that American Indian students are receiving culturally relevant and equitable educational
opportunities. Parent and student involvement, in particular within this committee, is critical to the
advocacy and academic achievement of American Indian students statewide, and they offer a valuable
opportunity to strengthen the school district and parent partnerships. With MPS having roughly 100
schools serving American Indian students, AIPAC has served as a strong voice for change in the district
for our students and families. The Bi-Laws for AIPAC can be found here.
Meeting dates for 2020-2021 s chool year from 3:30-5:00 PM on the following dates: March 1, April 12,
May 3, June 7. Google Meet joining info to join these meetings virtual is:
https://meet.google.com/qcx-axfu-tkw Or dial: +1 470-839-8100 PIN: 882 554 635#
These meetings (unless otherwise noted) are open to A
 LL students, families and community
members to attend.  We welcome all to come talk about how we can create better opportunities for our
American Indian students within MPS. Please contact Christine Wilson, Family Engagement Specialist,
at Christine.wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us for more information or with any questions.

MPS American Indian Youth Council/Ogichida Oyate
Ogichida Oyate’ continues to meet monthly to discuss progress to their goals & initiatives, concerns,
future leadership opportunities, and challenges they are facing. Community initiatives include elder
support, and mentoring middle school students. Support is offered by the Department of American
Indian Education and our community partner, MIGIZI Communications. Future meetings, held from
3:30-5 PM are scheduled for: M
 arch 9th & 25th, April 13th, May 4th & 25th.
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If you have questions or are interested in connecting or partnering with the American Indian Youth
Council, please reach out to Tasheena LaChapelle at tasheena.lachapelle@mpls.k12.mn.us. **Please
note that we are still looking for/accepting applications from students attending MPS high schools
not represented below including Washburn, Nawayee Center, Takoda Prep, Henry & others.

Elementary Culture & Language Groups
Elementary School Cultural Groups are currently offered at Bancroft, Pratt, Andersen, and Folwell.
Virtual cultural sessions are led by an Indian Education Departmentlicense teacher, Tasheena
LaChapelle. Learning topics include Seven Teachings, Pow Wow’s, Boarding Schools, Identity,
Traditional medicines and our history while providing a virtual space for Native students to connect with
another.

Middle School Culture & Language Groups
In group offerings continue to expand to additional Middle Schools. Please check out our Culture &
Language Group Google Site by clicking the link below. Topics to be covered in March include: Spring
renewal, decision making and traditions tied to that such as hanblecha, Sun Dance, Feasting bundles,
maple sugaring, cooking traditional foods, among other topics.
For references, schedule, and information about Middle School Culture & Language Groups please visit
our GOOGLE SITE by C
 LICKING HERE!

Save the Dates:
MPS 2021 Spring Powwow
Saturday June 5th, 2021
Is our tentative Spring Powwow Date for MPS. It is
being planned outdoors and following guidelines per
the state.
Districtwide American Indian Awareness & Family
Involvement Week
November 15-19, 2021
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It’s never too early for schools to start planning!
Ojibwe Language Lodge for
Students and Families
When: Every Thursday through June (Dates on poster
to the right)
Time: 4:00 - 5:00pm
Google Meets Log In:
https://meet.google.com/dvm-obqr-ain
Join by Phone: ( US) +1 571-762-4947 PIN: 842 363
704#
The Ojibwe Language Lodge takes place weekly. We
have enjoyed connecting with families during
Language Lodge and practicing the basics of the
Ojibwe language. All are welcome to this space to
learn, laugh, grow, have fun and honor the Ojibwe
language!

Dakota Language Lodge for Students and Families
Launch Date: February 4th, 2021 & will be held every Thursday through May
Instructor: Reuben “Kitto” Stately
Time: 3:00 - 4:00pm
Google Meets Link to Join: m
 eet.google.com/yrx-moyr-guw
Join by Phone: ( US)+1 617-675-4444, PIN: 288 108 890 8791#
We are excited to announce the launch of Dakota
Language Lodge for all students and families! Join
us weekly on Thursdays from 3:00-4:00pm. All are
welcome to the Dakota Language Lodge, no matter
if you are fluent in the language or just beginning.
Just come with an open heart and mind!
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The instructor: Reuben Kitto Stately (stage name of Kitto) is a 21 year old recording artist from
Minneapolis, Minnesota and a college student attending Augsburg University. He is both
Santee Dakota and Red Lake Ojibwe Nations. He has 3 semesters remaining of his 4 year
degree majoring in American Indian Studies. He has a love for his
people, community and the language and is really excited to share this
time with our MPS families for Dakota Language Lodge.

“Connecting In” with American Indian
Families
Monthly Meeting
When: Wednesday, March 17, 2021
Time: 5
 :30-7:00 PM
Google Meet Log In: https://meet.google.com/ify-rrhi-zji
Join by Phone: ( US) +1 570-701-4168 PIN: 910 489 784#
The “Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting was created to actively listen to
American Indian families experiences and feedback as we move through the 2020-2021 school year.
This is a virtual meeting space for American Indian families to access and share their thoughts, what's
working, what's not working, concerns, and challenges. District and school staff will also be present to
share relevant information regarding information for MPS families and community partners. Since the
“Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting started in October, Elementary, Middle
and Highschool Principals from some of MPS’ schools have attended, along with MPS Senior
Leadership. The Indian Education Director, Jennifer Simon also attends the monthly meetings.
The goal of “Connecting In” with American Indian Families monthly meetings is to have conversations
and agenda items guided by parent interests and priorities. If you have an agenda idea or would like
more information on a certain topic please send that to Christine Wilson, Indian Education Family
Engagement Specialist. W
 e will try our best to have the topic featured at the upcoming meeting.
Future dates for this event will be the 3rd Wednesday of each month: 4/21, and 5/19

Seeking Our 2021 MPS Seniors!!
Although we are not sure if we will be able to be together in person and host our annual honoring event
for our graduating seniors, families and larger community, we would like to recognize you in other ways
for the years of determination and hard work you have put in to earn your high school diploma. Please
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complete the form at the link below so that we can recognize you virtually and watch your email for
details from us of upcoming events that we may be able to have (offering senior pictures to you, an
outdoor powwow in June where we will honor you), and other things we are hoping/thinking! MPS
Seniors, please fill out the form HERE:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FN2rjF2xq7ELik0zcb9rVpaz2RQkuICj7eAPwvlPsxA/edit
Starting this month, we will be hosting a bonfire for ALL seniors district wide on Wednesdays, March
3rd & 17th. At the Minneapolis American Indian Center. Join MPS teachers and staff from 12 noon-2pm
for conversation and smores!!

Important Reminders:
✓ Update your contact information!
○ Now more than ever, it’s critical that families make sure your school and

Indian Education has your most recent contact information. Please make sure
and call your school if there are any changes to your child’s home address or
your phone number or email. You can also complete the form linked h
 ere to
update your contact information or add an email or phone number.

✓ Ensure you have completed the 506 Form (for ALL your children/students)

for eligibility to receive additional supports/programming offered by Indian
Education
○

○
○

MPS American Indian students who are either enrolled as a citizen of a
federally recognized tribe, OR have a parent OR grandparent qualify for
additional support from funding provided by the 1972 Indian Education Act.
This act was the landmark legislation establishing a comprehensive approach
to meeting the unique needs of American Indian and Alaska Native students.
This program is designed to provide additional resources to address the
unique cultural, language and educational related academic needs, including
preschool age children.
Please reach out to our department, to your school or to the Enrollment Office
for a 506 form.
Once the form is completed, you can give it to your school office and they will
assure it gets to our department. If you have questions or want a form
emailed to you, please reach out to: diana.leaskas@mpls.k12.mn.us or
indianed@mpls.k12.mn.us

✓ Johnson O'Malley Program (JOM) Funding
○ Purpose: To provide supplementary financial assistance to meet the unique
and specialized educational needs of American Indian children.
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Johnson-O'Malley funds are not to take the place of federal, state or local
funds.
Eligible students must be a member of an American Indian tribe or Alaska
Native or be at least one-fourth (1/4) blood of a descendant of a member of
an American Indian Tribe which is eligible for the special programs and
services provided by the United States.
For the student eligibility/certification form, visit the website h
 ere. This form
can be returned to our office along with the 506 form.

✓ Complete the Application for Educational Benefits

○ If you have not done so already, please complete your A
 pplication for

○

Educational Benefits form, which used to be called the “Free and Reduced
Lunch” form! In addition to no-cost meals for students and other benefits for
families, these applications generate almost $100 million in critical funding for
MPS and our schools.
Forms can be filled out online by following the link above and following the
instructions.

Due North Education Plan
Minnesota Department of Education
On Monday January 25th, 2021 Governor Walz and Lieutenant Governor Flanagan announced the
launch of the Due North Education Plan. “Developed from a robust engagement effort with
educators, school leaders, students, and families across the state, the D
 ue North Education Plan is
centered on ensuring every child in Minnesota receives a high-quality education, no matter their
race or zip code. The Due North Education Plan is built from the voices and ideas of Minnesotans
whom the Walz-Flanagan Administration engaged in their first two years in office, including the
Governor’s Education Roundtable, the S
 chool Finance Working Group, the creation of the
Minnesota Department of Education’s Strategic Plan, and conversations with educators, school
leaders, education organizations, students and families.
The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated disparities in education across Minnesota, especially
along racial and geographic lines. The Due North E
 ducation Plan will help students catch up on
learning, while closing the opportunity gap and transforming our education system for years to
come.
The plan includes actions to:
●
●

Support students during and after the COVID-19 pandemic
Reform our school finance system
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Expand opportunities for students in Greater Minnesota
Build the most qualified and diverse teaching workforce in the nation

In addition, the plan would ensure academic standards address the modern needs of the workforce,
are inclusive of ethnic studies, and are reflective of students of color and Indigenous students in
order to close opportunity gaps and end disparities.” - M
 innesota Department of Health Website

Office of the Ombudsperson
Mitchell Roldan, Director of the Ombudsperson
mitchell.roldan@mpls.k12.mn.us
612-668-0234
An ombudsperson is someone who listens to and investigates complaints
or concerns about an organization. The Office of the Ombudsperson can
assist families who have questions, concerns or complaints against MPS schools, programs,
offices, and staff. The Ombudsperson is a neutral party who does not take sides.
They work with families, community members, and MPS to investigate complaints, clarify and
resolve questions, and address concerns in an impartial and timely manner. The services of the
Ombudsperson are free. The Ombudsperson is an objective third-party whose goal is to work
with people who have a problem with MPS to find a solution.

American Indian Family Support:
Districtwide Engagement, Indian Education & Special
Education
Amanda Dionne, Engagement, Education & Outreach
Specialist
Northern Cheyenne Tribe/Turtle Mountain
amanda.dionne@mpls.k12.mn.us I 612-986-3937 (Text or Call)
Questions, concerns, or looking to connect with District staff but
unsure where to start? A
 manda Dionne is a resource within the
District to provide navigation and district wide engagement support
for American Indian families!
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Christine Wilson, Family Engagement Specialist
White Earth Nation
Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
Want to learn more about how to get engaged with the Indian
Education Department? Christine Wilson is an expert in the district
wide support services in Indian Education. She is a key lead for several
initiatives including the American Indian Parent Advisory Committee
(AIPAC), American Indian Awareness & Family Involvement Week and
the Attendance work group.

Jennifer Weber, Indian Education’s Special Education District
Program Facilitator
Oklahoma Choctaw
Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us
Interested in culturally grounded support for Special Education at
Minneapolis Public Schools? Jennifer Weber provides direct support
and advocacy to American Indian Families and Students in Special
Education. If you are a family with a student in Special Education and have questions, concerns,
or would like helpful information Jennifer Weber is a resource to help.

Jenny Mauricio, ECFE School Success Program Assistant
White Earth Nation
jenny.mauricio@mpls.k12.mn.us
Jenny recently (last month) started the position of School Success
Program Assistant with Early Childhood Family Education with
MPS. If you have questions about early child learning opportunities
or the Parents of Tradition class focused for American Indian
families on Monday nights, Jenny is the person for you! She is
excited to meet/see new faces virtually and eventually in person.

Counselors Corner: Jodi Burke and Tracy Burke
Please contact Tracy Burke or Jodi Burke, your Indian Education school counselors, if you or
your student has any questions, concerns or need for assistance with topics such as credits and
credit recovery, registration, graduation, scholarships and financial aid, transition to middle or
high school, career and college, grades/academics, social emotional support and more. We
look forward to hearing from you!
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tracy.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
jodi.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
Google Classroom link: https://classroom.google.com/c/Njc4NTc0NjcxNzVa
For group link and announcements
Native Student Connections Group times:
Tuesdays: Henry 9:30-10 and Roosevelt 2:45-3:15
Wednesdays: Washburn 12:45-1:15
Fridays: Edison 11:55-12:35 and South 2:00-2:30
Use the link in the Google classroom to join!
Scholarships
Hey Seniors!
Here are some upcoming scholarships to consider
American Indian Scholarship Database:
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/Native_American_Scholarship_Database.pdf
Page Grant Scholarship
www.page-ed.org
Ethel Curry Scholarship
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/indian/ethelcurry/
Spring Break Academy is VIRTUAL!!
Spring Break Academy is a chance to recover credits from failed or N/C classes. Students have
the chance to take 2 classes during this week. Each class is worth .25 credit or a full quarter
credit, if all the required work is completed. Each class will be 1.5 hours long and it will meet
virtually. The main classes offered are English, Social Studies, Science and Math. This is a great
way to get back on track with credits. Deadline to sign-up is March 22 (space for some classes
may be limited). If you have questions or want to sign-up reach out to your school building
counselor O
 R to either of our Indian Education counselors: tracy.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us or
jodi.burke@mpls.k12.mn.us
Who: 9th-12th
What: make-up failed or N/C credits that you have gotten in ANY quarter during high school
Where: Virtual Online
When: April 5-9
Time: 10-11:30am and 11:30-100pm (classes will be synchronous)
Deadline: to sign up (Note that the sooner you register the sooner your spot will be confirmed
for a specific class you need!!): March 22nd

American Indian Affinity Group
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This year we have are started a American Indian/Alaska Native/First Nations/Native/Indigenous
Affinity group! If you are or know employees within Minneapolis Public schools or a contract
alternative school who identify as American Indian, please share this information. We are
asking that those who identify as American Indian/Alaska Native/First Nations/etc to complete
this form so that we can create a contact list district wide. The form can be accessed h
 ere. We
believe this group will be a great space to connect and offer support to each other. This is
optional and open to all American Indian staff district wide. Want to learn more about MPS
Affinity groups? If so, go here: h
 ttps://sites.google.com/mpls.k12.mn.us/mpsaffinitygroups

MPS News/Events
MPS Has FREE food for ALL YOUTH
Whether they are in school or at home. All MPS students enrolled in in-person learning are
offered breakfast and lunch at school every day at no cost, and food boxes remain available for
pick-up to ensure that all youth have access to nutritious food. School meal boxes contain
seven breakfasts and seven lunches and meet Minneapolis Public Schools Culinary &
Wellness Services’ (MPS CWS) high standards for nutrition and quality ingredients. In every
box, children will find school favorites, whole grains, fresh fruits, and vegetables. Milk is
offered on the side, up to fourteen milk cartons per box.

●
●
●
●
●
●

All youth 18 & under can participate.
Youth do not need to be enrolled in MPS.
Youth, parents, or siblings can pick up one box per child, per week.
All sites are open M
 onday through Friday, most from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
2020-21 School Meal Box Pick-Up Locations, along with a map of these sites, can
be found at: cws.mpls.k12.mn.us/smb_locations
Please note that there will be no sites with extended hours.

Here is information if you are returning to in-person learning:
Eat with us! When children return to school this March , all students are invited to eat
breakfast and lunch at school every day at no cost. Our meals are safe, convenient, and
delicious. See link here for safety measures that schools are taking. Learn more.
MPS provides a home delivery service of our weekly school meal boxes for those with
medical or transportation reasons: l ink to apply. For questions, please call 612-668-2820
or c ontact us.
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Housing Assistance
If you have lost income due to COVID and are not in subsidized housing, Hennepin County
housing assistance may be available. To apply visit h
 ttps://www.hennepin.us/rent-help or
call 612-302-3160 for assistance in filling out the form. You can apply multiple times and
are encouraged to apply as soon as possible.
If you are not eligible for these funds, your school may have other eviction prevention funds
available. For more information, contact your school social worker. If you need help getting
connected with your school social worker, call the main office at your school. Thank you.

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) is Seeking American Indian
Families!
SEAC is a district wide parent advisory council that meets the requirements of the Minnesota
statute. The SEAC (our) vision statement is that all children regardless of their abilities will
achieve an academic functional and social education in the Minneapolis Public schools from
birth through transition stage to maximize their life choices and opportunities. SEAC’s
mission is to increase involvement and add the informed perspective of parents and families
of children with disability in the making and implementation of district policies. Meetings
take place on the first Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00pm.
Next Meeting Date: Thursday, March 4th, 2021
Time: 6:30-8:00pm
Meeting Agenda and link to join can be found h
 ere.
For more information contact: Jennifer Weber by email at J ennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us
or visit the SEAC Website.

Minneapolis Public Schools is Now on Youtube!
Subscribe today to the MPS YouTube Channel where families, students and staff can get the
latest MPS news, school tours, resources and much more! This is also where we share
unique stories about changemakers in the MPS community; our ongoing video series like
"Somos MPS" and "MPS Neighborhood," and student-made content. Once you subscribe to
the M
 PS YouTube Channel you’ll have the option to receive notifications when new content
is posted.
If you are not on social media (ie. Facebook) finding us on YouTube may be a helpful
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alternative staying up to date with current events at MPS. You can find all of our Family
Resource videos, Back to School and School Site information videos can be found here.

Coffee and Conversation with our Special Education
Liaison within Indian Education

Future dates are: Fridays: March 5th, April 16th, May 7th and June 4th. Please add to your
calendars & join in on the conversation! For more information contact: Jennifer Weber by
email at J ennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us

Special Education Resource Fair
Virtual Booths with Vendors
Wednesday March 3rd
6:00pm - 8:00pm
SPED Talks
Saturday March 6
9:00am - Noon
https://sites.google.com/mpls.k12.mn.us/sped-resource-fair/home
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“Gathered Voices”

Join us every Monday when school is in session for a
morning cleansing (smudge), storytelling and
announcements for the week. We want to create a
virtual space for our school community, families and
students to start the week off in a good way!!
Last months featured story tellers were Rocky Makes
Room For Them (Lakota) and Randy Greszyk (Ojibwe).
You can find the videos on our Facebook page MPS
Indian Education. Stay tuned for more featured
storytellers this month including Bezh Butler and Tara
Perron!!

Sharing Stories with Indian Education ~
LIVE on our MPS Indian Education Facebook page every
school day @ 10:30 AM
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What’s Up Wednesdays!
The purpose of What’s Up Wednesday i s to provide weekly MPS District updates that directly impact
American Indian students and families. What’s Up Wednesday is a virtual space to directly engage with
families and have a platform for students and
families to leave comments with questions.
We also recognize all of our American Indian
students who are celebrating a birthday for
the week so tune in and make sure we have
your child/student on our list!!!

Attendance Matters!! Make sure you are checking in
with your school everyday!
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We want you here! In partnership with many community agencies in Minneapolis, the
American Indian Education Department recognizes the importance of school success for our
Native students. Being at (logging into) school increases the chances of success for our
students so we highlight and recognize students who are maintaining good attendance. Watch
future newsletters for details!

Parents of Tradition with MPS Early Childhood &
Family Education (ECFE) Department
In collaboration with Indian Education, ECFE offers Parents of Tradition Class that focuses on early
childhood through an Indigenous lens. POT creates space and time to connect with other parents in
the community!
A sense of identity is a strong foundation for
American Indian children’s educational journey.
The Parents of Tradition Program offers our
families the opportunity to gain knowledge about
traditional parenting skills that work within their
contemporary lifestyles.
Classes include group activities with a licensed
early childhood teacher and a parent educator who
follows American Indian parenting curriculum. If
you would like to join the Parents of Tradition
class, please contact: Jenny Mauricio @
jenny.mauricio@mpls.k12.mn.us or Christine
Wilson @ 612-668-0108 and leave a message.
Dates of remaining classes: M
 ondays February

1st-June 7th. Classes meet from 5:30 - 7:00 PM on
these evenings. Call for more details.
Join with Google Meet:
meet.google.com/nnq-kztu-ngu Or Join by phone:
(US) +
 1 415-723-2752 ( PIN: 955693712)

Program Support, Updates & Events
From our Community Partners
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Please see their websites linked below for more information.
Division of Indian Work including a community food shelf, academic support programming and
other programs.
Migizi Communications - including Indigenous Pathways and academic support including tutoring
for grades 9-12th graders as other opportunities.
Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC) - G
 olden Eagles Program offering help with school
work, Cultural Language & Arts Network with weekly drum and dance, hoops, health & healing,
language tables, family fun nights, and others….
Native American Community Clinic (NACC)- COVID19 testing, cultural programming & an Elder in
Residence, diabetes group, overall health including mental health and many other health initiatives
Indian Health Board (IHB) - COVID19 testing, cultural programming, a monthly Youth Circle,
Mental health support and many other offerings.
Little Earth Residents Association (LERA) - specifically for residents of the housing community
(approximately 300 MPS students) that offer support, programs and resources for MPS students
and families
Indigenous Peoples Task Force - offers programs such as youth education through theater,
asemaa/tobacco programs, A ‘teaching garden’, a Water walk, and other traditional, housing and
HIV programs
Hennepin County Libraries - H
 ennepin County Library extends programs and services directly into
communities through Community-Embedded Library Service (CELS). The model seeks collective
impact and looks for key partnership opportunities, including partnerships with other Hennepin
County or nonprofit organization initiatives, and develops strategies around assets in the
community.
SPECIAL THANKS TO Hennepin County Libraries and the work of Allison Waukau ( Navajo and
Menominee), the Community Liaison for the Franklin Library CELS project with a concentration in
the Native community of Minneapolis for their donation of books for our families within MPS.
These will be included as one of the ‘special items’ delivered this month.
ALSO, SPECIAL THANKS TO Louise Mattson, Division of Indian Work and St. Luke Presbyterian
Church in Wayzata, t hrough their Solidarity and Supplies Drive, donated some winter jackets for
the community, that were given to students attending South High School All Nations Program.
SPECIAL THANKS TO SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON DAKOTA for the donation of funding for
our ‘Holiday Giving’. Families will be getting a package delivered from us in late March because of
your donation!

Lets Connect!
Facebook - MPS Indian Education
Indian Education Website
Update Contact Information
MPS YouTube Channel

Wishing you and your family health, wellness and blessings as you begin the
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8th month of this school year!!

