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Anpetu Waste’....Boozhoo….Greetings from the

American Indian Education
Department
Our Mission: T
 o support and strengthen increased educational outcomes for

American Indian students by promoting culturally responsive instruction, family and
student engagement and partnerships with MPS departments, schools and the broader
community.

Our Vision: American Indian students are empowered to reach their full potential
through educational experiences that value their cultural identities.

October

Canwapakasna wi (Dakota) I Binaakwe-giizis (Ojibwe)
Translations: Trees shaking off the leaves moon I Falling leaves moon

Indigenous Peoples Day: Monday, October 12th
No School: October 14th-16th (Conferences & MEA)

October 2020 Issue At - A - Glance

MPS State of Indian Education: Virtual Title VI Public Hearing & MOA updates
American Indian Parent Advisory Committee (AIPAC) Voting is OPEN through October 7th
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Announcing MPS Indian Education American Indian Youth Council/Ogichida Oyate 2020-21
“Connecting In” with American Indian Families Monthly Meeting
Distance Learning + Supports & Important Reminders
Renewing the MOA with the Minneapolis American Indian Community (Metropolitan Urban
Indian Directors- MUID)
MPS District Wide American Indian Family Involvement & Awareness Week November
16-20th
American Indian Family Support: District Wide Engagement, Indian Education & Special
Education
Office of Ombudsperson
MPS News/Events
Coffee and Conversation with our NEW Special Education DPF within Indian Education
Sharing Stories with Indian Education: daily at 10:30 AM on facebook ‘MPS Indian Education’
Program Support, Updates & Events From our Community Partners

MPS State of Indian Education: Title VI Public Hearing
& MOA Updates offered virtually!

Monday, October 12th, Indigenous Peoples Day
2:00-4:00 PM
We are inviting all MPS American Indian families and the larger community to this important
online event! The MPS Indian Education Department, American Indian Parent Advisory
Committee (AIPAC) as well as Best Practice Site and American Indian Language and Culture
Pathway Principles will highlight important program information and data specific to
American Indian students. If you are unable to attend, the event will be recorded and shared
out for viewing in the November newsletter and on our website.
For questions or more information contact Jennifer Simon at J ennifer.Simon@mpls.k12.mn.us
or call or text 612-443-7186.

Elections Now OPEN: Vote HERE for
2020 - 2021 American Indian Parent Advisory
Committee (AIPAC)
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Every school district with 10 or more American Indian students enrolled are required by
Minnesota Statues to establish an American Indian education parent advisory committee.
Commonly referred to as American Indian Parent Advisory Committees (AIPAC), this
committee serves in an advisory role and help ensure that American Indian students are
receiving culturally relevant and equitable educational opportunities. Parent and student
involvement, in particular within this committee, is critical to the advocacy and academic
achievement of American Indian students statewide, and they offer a valuable opportunity to
strengthen the school district and parent partnerships. With MPS having roughly 100 schools
serving American Indian students, AIPAC has served as a strong voice for change in the district
for our students and families. We are seeking a strong group of individuals to continue this
much needed work!
Minneapolis Public Schools American Indian Parent Advisory Committee (AIPAC) has begun
their election process for the 2020-21 school year. They collected nominations earlier this year
but decided to postpone elections until now. We are asking all families and students in grades
9-12 to go to this link to vote!!! The ballot will remain open until Wednesday, October 7th.
Please contact Christine Wilson, Family Engagement Specialist, at
Christine.wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us with any questions.

Announcing MPS American Indian Youth
Council/Ogichida Oyate 2020-21
These American Indian Youth Council “Ogichida Oyate’”members are students who have
applied and been selected for a one-year term commitment to participate in leadership building
opportunities within their own schools & community, cultural learning experiences, & possibly
given opportunities to participate in local & national conferences. Council meetings will be held
twice a month. The youth council opportunity is made possible by a grant and programming
partnership with one of our community organizations, M
 igizi C
 ommunications.  Please note that
we are still looking for/accepting applications from students attending MPS high schools not
represented below including Washburn, Nawayee Center, Takoda Prep, Henry & others.

Isabella Guzman (Leech Lake), Roosevelt, 9th grade
Alexandra Briggs Jackson (White Earth), Roosevelt, 10th grade
Hailiy Bellanger (CRST Lakota, Ojibwe), South All Nations, 9th grade
Wicahpi Thompson (CRST Lakota), South All Nations, 10th grade
Zoey Bruffett (Ojibwe), South All Nations, 11th grade
Ahjaleah Zahn (White Earth, Yankton), South Open, 9th grade
Aalynna Laroque (Leech Lake), South, 10th grade
Dalaney Villebrun (White Earth), South All Nations, 9th grade
Marianna Heisler-Ramirez (White Earth), South All Nations, 9the grade
Aniah Smith (White Earth Ojibwe), South All Nations, 11th grade
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Desmond Garcia (White Earth), South, 10th grade
Mary-Jane Bellanger (CRST Lakota, Ojibwe), South All Nations, 12th grade
Sierra Iron Necklace (Mandan/Hidatsa/Arikara), South All Nations, 10th grade
Savanna LeMieux (Oneida), South All Nations, 12th grade
Alyssa (Blue) Starting (Ojibwe), Edison, 10th grade
Simone Rendon (Red Lake), VOA High, 12th grade
Destiny He Does It (Crow), North, 12th grade
Sahili Patel (Turtle Mountain Ojibwe), Southwest, 12th grade
Krista Bobolink (Red Lake), South Open, 10th grade
Javier Heisler-Ramirez (White Earth Ojibwe), South All Nations, 10th grade
Hopa Stevens (Oneida), South All Nations, 10th grade
Ambersky Stevens (Oneida, Lakota, Ojibwe), South All Nations, 11th grade

“Connecting In” with American Indian Families
Monthly Meeting
When: Wednesday, October 21st
Time: 5:30-7:00 PM
Google Hangouts Log In: h
 ttps://meet.google.com/ify-rrhi-zji
Join by phone: (US) +1 570-701-4168 PIN: 910 489 784#
The initial meeting was held September 16th. We had a great conversation with families who
were also able to meet and connect with each other. These will be held monthly to provide an
opportunity to support American Indian families as you continue through the 2020-2021 school
year, currently in Distance Learning. This will continue to be a virtual space for American Indian
families to access and share their initial experiences, feedback, concerns, challenges and what's
working in distance learning. MPS staff will also be present to share relevant information
regarding information for MPS families and community partners.
The goal of “Connecting In” with American Indian Families monthly meetings is to have
conversations and agenda items guided by parent interests and priorities. If you have an
agenda idea or would like more information on a certain topic please send that to Christine
Wilson, Indian Education Family Engagement Specialist. W
 e will try our best to have the topic
featured at the upcoming meeting.
For more information or to request an agenda item email Christine Wilson at
Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us. Future dates for this event will be the 3rd Wednesday of
each month: 11/18, 12/16, 1/20, 2/17, 3/17, 4/21, and 5/19
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MPS Distance Learning + Supports
& Important Reminders
How MPS is approaching moving phases
Many people are wondering when we’ll move the dial on the 5
 Phases to Safe Learning.
Unfortunately, it's not possible to predict when it will be safe enough for students to return to
school buildings. MPS will continue to consult national and local health officials to ensure our
decision to provide in-person learning is done when there is minimal risk of catching
COVID-19 and spreading it in the community.
We are focused on prioritizing the health and safety of our students and staff, listening to
feedback from our community, and continuously evaluating multiple data points to make
decisions about movement between phases. This is similar to how we make weather
decisions. It isn't just about snowfall or windchill, but a combination of factors that have to be
taken in total. With something this important, we have to consider everything.
We commit to updating our families as soon as decisions are made about when the dial will move
forward or remain at its current spot.

➔ Visit b2s.mpls.k12.mn.us to find up-to-date information on d
 istance learning, updates
on grading and attendance, and many other helpful resources.
➔ Internet tips and tricks for families: A
 strong internet connection is necessary for
student online learning. We have gathered some tips and tricks to help make sure you
are getting the most out of your internet connection at home. Check them out now!
➔ Technology tutorials for students and families: T
 he Source provides students and
families with video and written instructions to help you learn how to use an array of
technology tools for Distance Learning. T
 utorials are available on how to use Google
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Classroom, Seesaw, Google Meet, setting up iPads, Chromebooks and hotspots, and
much more.

Important Reminders:
✓ Update your contact information!
○ Now more than ever, it’s critical that families make sure your school and Indian

Education has your most recent contact information. Please make sure and call
your school if there are any changes to your child’s home address or your
phone number or email. You can also complete the form linked h
 ere to update
your contact information or add an email or phone number.

✓ Ensure you have completed the 506 Form (for ALL your children/students)

for eligibility to receive additional supports/programming offered by Indian
Education
○

○
○

MPS American Indian students who are either enrolled as a citizen of a
federally recognized tribe, OR have a parent OR grandparent qualify for
additional support from funding provided by the 1972 Indian Education Act.
This act was the landmark legislation establishing a comprehensive approach
to meeting the unique needs of American Indian and Alaska Native students.
This program is designed to provide additional resources to address the
unique cultural, language and educational related academic needs, including
preschool age children.
Please reach out to our department, to your school or to the Enrollment Office
for a 506 form.
Once the form is completed, you can give it to your school office and they will
assure it gets to our department. If you have questions or want a form emailed
to you, please reach out to: d
 iana.leaskas@mpls.k12.mn.us or
indianed@mpls.k12.mn.us

✓ Johnson O'Malley Program (JOM) Funding
○ Purpose: To provide supplementary financial assistance to meet the unique
and specialized educational needs of American Indian children.
Johnson-O'Malley funds are not to take the place of federal, state or local
funds.
○ Eligible students must be a member of an American Indian tribe or Alaska
Native or be at least one-fourth (1/4) blood of a descendant of a member of an
American Indian Tribe which is eligible for the special programs and services
provided by the United States.
○ For the student eligibility/certification form, visit the website h
 ere. This form
can be returned to our office along with the 506 form.
✓ Complete the Application for Educational Benefits

○ If you have not done so already, please complete your A
 pplication for
Educational Benefits form, which used to be called the “Free and Reduced
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Lunch” form! In addition to no-cost meals for students and other benefits for
families, these applications generate almost $100 million in critical funding for
MPS and our schools.
Forms can be filled out online by following the link above and following the
instructions

Renewing the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with
the Minneapolis American Indian Community
In 2006, the American Indian community entered into a historic M
 emorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with Minneapolis Public Schools. The MOA document outlines our goal to dramatically
improve academic achievement and graduation rates of American Indian students within MPS.
The MOA established American Indian best practices sites characterized by the integration of
cultural relevance with academic rigor. The MOA is renewed every five years.
MPS American Indian Best Practice Sites named in the MOA include:
Anishinabe Academy, South High All Nations, Nawayee Center School and AIOIC Takota Prep
The two named culture and language pathway middle schools include: S
 anford and Northeast
Now is the time to renew the MOA! Over the next year we will be asking for your feedback and
input as we make changes to the MOA. Stay tuned for communication, surveys, phone calls etc.
as we reach out. If you are interested in serving on the renewal committee, please email Jennifer
below. There are three subcommittees to the renewal including: Data and Evaluation
Committee, Curriculum Committee and Engagement committee. We are looking for family
members who are interested in participating in this critical process to help change the narrative
of educational outcomes for our students at MPS!
For more information contact Jennifer Simon, Director of Indian Education at
jennifer.simon@mpls.k12.mn.us

MPS District wide American Indian Awareness &
Family Involvement Week! November 16-20th
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American Indian Awareness & Family Involvement Week is a week-long initiative for
Minneapolis Public Schools celebrating, recognizing and raising awareness of American
Indian people & culture. Minneapolis has a vibrant American Indian community and we have
much pride serving over 1500 American Indian students across the district who represent
more than 50 tribes/communities and attend one of more than our 100 schools.
All MPS schools are invited to join us in Indian Education to recognize our American Indian
population by intentionally engaging our students, families and community during this week
while also exploring activities that allow all students to learn about Indigenous populations.
Curious about what your school has planned? Or have a great idea for an activity or event.
Contact your school Principal or Family Liaison and share your thoughts! We are also doing a
poster contest for students to help promote this week within MPS and the larger
community...see details below.
(Please note that all events this year will have to comply with COVID-19 restrictions)
For more information contact Christine Wilson at C
 hristine.wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
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American Indian Family Support:
District Wide Engagement/Navigation, Indian Education
Engagement & Special Education
Amanda Dionne, Engagement, Education & Outreach Specialist
Northern Cheyenne Tribe/Turtle Mountain
amanda.dionne@mpls.k12.mn.us
612-986-3937 (Cell)
Questions, concerns, or looking to connect with District staff but unsure
where to start? Amanda Dionne is a resource within the District to
provide navigation and district wide engagement support for American
Indian families!

Christine Wilson, Family Engagement Specialist
White Earth Nation
Christine.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us
Want to learn more about how to get engaged with the Indian
Education Department? Christine Wilson is an expert in the district
wide support services in Indian Education. She is a key lead for several
initiatives including the American Indian Parent Advisory Committee
(AIPAC), American Indian Awareness & Family Involvement Week and
the Attendance work group.

Jennifer Weber, Indian Education’s Special Education District
Program Facilitator
Oklahoma Choctaw
Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us
Interested in culturally grounded support for Special Education at
Minneapolis Public Schools? Jennifer Weber provides direct support
and advocacy to American Indian Families and Students in Special Education. If you are a family
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with a student in Special Education and have questions, concerns, or would like helpful
information Jennifer Weber is a resource to help.

Office of the Ombudsperson
Mitchell Roldan, Director of the Ombudsperson
mitchell.roldan@mpls.k12.mn.us
612-668-0234
An ombudsperson is someone who listens to and investigates complaints or concerns about an
organization. The Office of the Ombudsperson can assist families who have questions,
concerns or complaints against MPS schools, programs, offices, and staff. The Ombudsperson
is a neutral party who does not take sides.
They work with families, community members, and MPS to investigate complaints, clarify and
resolve questions, and address concerns in an impartial and timely manner. The services of the
Ombudsperson are free. The Ombudsperson is an objective third-party whose goal is to work
with people who have a problem with MPS to find a solution.

MPS News/Events
Free School Meal Boxes for ALL Youth
All families are invited to pick up free school meal boxes for their children. School meal boxes
contain seven breakfasts and seven lunches and meet Minneapolis Public Schools Culinary &
Wellness Services’ (MPS CWS) high standards for nutrition and quality ingredients. In every
box, children will find school favorites, whole grains, fresh fruits, and vegetables. Milk is
offered on the side, up to fourteen milk cartons per box.
●
●
●
●

All youth 18 & under can participate.
Youth do not need to be enrolled in MPS.
Youth, parents, or siblings can pick up one box per child, per week.
Pick up at any of the 29 school sites - no registration required.
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All sites are open Monday through Friday, most from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and a few have
extended hours of 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For questions, please call 612-668-2820 or contact us.
2020-21 School Meal Box Pick-Up Locations:
For a map of locations, visit: cws.mpls.k12.mn.us/smb_locations
City
Area

Door

Location

Hours

Andersen 1098 Andersen Ln, 55407

SE

21a

East side of building

11-3

Anne Sullivan 3100 E 28th St, 55406

SE

11

North side of building

11-5

Anwatin 256 Upton Ave S, 55405

NW

5

Southwest side, auditorium door

11-3

Barton 4237 Colfax Ave S, 55409

SW

1

Northeast side of building

11-5

Bethune 919 Emerson Ave N, 55411

NW

6

Cityview 3350 N 4th St, 55412

NW

14

Door on lower level by playground

11-3

Edison 700 22nd Ave NE, 55418

NE

10

Door off Monroe Street NE

11-5

Emerson 1421 Spruce Pl, 55403

C

10

East side of building (unmarked door)

11-3

Folwell 3611 20th Ave S, 55407

SE

1

South side of building by basketball court

11-3

Green Central 3416 4th Ave S, 55408

SE

12

Back side of building near clinic entrance

11-3

Harvest Olson 1300 Olson Memorial Hwy, 55411

NW

7th Street N, north side of Harvest Olson

11-3

Henry 4320 N Newton Ave, 55412

NW

6

Staff parking lot off of gym

11-3

Heritage Academy 1042 18th Ave SE, 55414

NE

6

Door by playground off 19th Avenue SE

11-3

Hmong Academy 1501 N 30th Ave, 55411

NW

1

School entrance

11-3

Jenny Lind 5025 N Bryant Ave, 55430

NW

1

Off 51st Avenue N

11-3

Keewaydin 5209 30th Ave S, 55417

SE

3

South side of building entrance on 53rd
Street E

11-3

Lucy Laney 3333 Penn Ave N, 55412

NW

3

Lyndale 312 W 34th St, 55408

SW

4C

South Side of building

11-3

Nellie Stone Johnson 807 N 27th Ave, 55411

NW

3

Front of school off of cafeteria

11-3

North 1500 James Ave N, 55411

NW

13

North side of building off of 16th Ave N

11-3

Northeast 2955 Hayes St NE, 55418

NE

2

Door to link area off Hayes Street NE

11-3

Roosevelt 4029 S 28th Ave, 55406

SE

5

East side of high school off 30th Avenue
S

11-5

Sanford 3524 42nd Ave S, 55406

SE

4

West side opposite main entrance off of
41st Ave S

11-3

South 3131 S 19th Ave, 55407

SE

20

Parking lot door off of 20th Street.

11-3

School Site Name & Address

11-3

11-5
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Waite Park 1800 34th Ave NE, 55418

NE

18

Back parking lot door

11-3

Webster 425 5th St NE, 55413

NE

5

Patio off of cafeteria in front of the
school

11-3

Wellstone 3328 Elliot Ave., 55407

SE

11

At the junction of Elliot Ave S & E 33 ½
Street

11-3

Whittier 315 W 26th St, 55404

SW

19

Windom 5821 Wentworth Ave, 55419

SW

11-5
SE parking lot, door by the media center,
parking lot entrance on Wentworth Ave.

11-3

MPS provides a home delivery service of our weekly school meal boxes for those with
medical or transportation reasons: l ink to apply

Housing Assistance
If you have lost income due to COVID and are not in subsidized housing, Hennepin County
housing assistance may be available. To apply visit https://www.hennepin.us/rent-help or call
612-302-3160 for assistance in filling out the form. You can apply multiple times and are
encouraged to apply as soon as possible.
If you are not eligible for these funds, your school may have other eviction prevention funds
available. For more information, contact your school social worker. If you need help getting
connected with your school social worker, call the main office at your school. Thank you.

The Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) is Seeking American Indian Families!
My name is Sarah Vinueza. My family comes from the Lower Sioux
Community. I am an MPS graduate and the mother of an 11th
grader at Edison and 6th grader in the district. I got involved with
the Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) after Indian
Education sent out a flyer to attend an informational dinner with
them & SEAC members. It was a great meal & I thought it sounded
like a good idea to get involved at the district level. At the time I was
actively engaged at my children's school and volunteering. I believe
this is my 6th year attending SEAC meetings. Last year I was on the
leadership team & this year I am one of the co-chairs. I am also the
SEAC District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) representative.
SEAC is a district wide parent advisory council that meets the requirements of the Minnesota
statute. The SEAC (our) vision statement is that all children regardless of their abilities will
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achieve an academic functional and social education in the Minneapolis Public schools from
birth through transition stage to maximize their life choices and opportunities. SEAC’s
mission is to increase involvement and add the informed perspective of parents and families
of children with disability in the making and implementation of district policies.
I like that SEAC gives the parents a chance to talk to the Special Ed department & share our
thoughts & concerns. It is a parent lead committee. We would love to recruit more American
Indian families to be part of SEAC. So many of our children receive services and we need
more American Indian voices at the table.
We meet on the first Thursday of the month from 6:30-8:00pm. Today, October 1st, is our
next meeting date. Family Engagement will be the main agenda item. We invite all families to
attend our virtual meeting.
Next Meeting Date: October 1st, 2020
Time: 6:30-8:00pm
Login link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85656891600?pwd=Z1VmSEJXdmJYKzdJTjBIYmw4dk1qUT09
Meeting ID: 8
 56 5689 1600
Passcode: 9
 79849
Meeting Agenda can be found here.
For more information contact: Jennifer Weber by email at Jennifer.Weber@mpls.k12.mn.us
or visit the SEAC Website.

Coffee and Conversation with our NEW Special
Education District Program Facilitator (DPF) within
Indian Education
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Future dates are: November 13th, December 4th, January 8th, February 5th, March 5th, April
16th, May 7th and June 4th. Please add to your calendars & contact Jennifer W if interested!
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MPS’s Yearly Fall Welcome Back Powwow is Postponed
Due to COVID-19.
We hope that we will be able to host one in the spring but we will plan accordingly. Our
priority is to keep everyone well & safe!!

Sharing Stories with Indian Education ~
LIVE on our MPS Indian Education Facebook page every
school day @ 10:30 AM

Program Support, Updates & Events
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From our Community Partners
Please see their websites linked below for more information.
Division of Indian Work including a community food shelf, academic support
programming and other programs.
Migizi Communications - including Indigenous Pathways and academic support
programming as well as other opportunities.
Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC) - Golden Eagles Program offering help
with school work, Cultural Language & Arts Network with weekly drum and dance,
hoops, health & healing, language support, and others….
Native American Community Clinic (NACC)- COVID19 testing, cultural programming
& an Elder in Residence, diabetes group, overall health including mental health and
many other health initiatives
Indian Health Board (IHB) - COVID19 testing, cultural programming, a monthly
Youth Circle, Mental health support, 8 week beading session starting 10/6 and many
other offerings.

Lets Connect!
Facebook - M
 PS Indian Education
Indian Education Website
Update Contact Information

Wishing you and your family health and wellness as you
continue in month #2 of virtual learning this school year!!

